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PLEASE SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL 

Farm Orchard Tractors and  

Machinery Sales & Service                             
are your local agents for : 

TERM DATES 2022 
TERM 1: 01/02/22 - 14/04/22 TERM 2: 02/05/22 - 08/07/22   TERM 3: 25/07/22 - 30/09/22   TERM 4: 17/10/22 - 14/12/22 

   JAMES AND CARLA WILTON 
    Ph: 021 303 620 or (07) 533 4268 

    Email: jcslurryspreading@gmail.com 

If so, call JC SLURRY SPREADING Ltd. 
Servicing Western Bay of Plenty area. Pumping 

and stirring service 
Capable of pumping up to 900 metres from your pond 
“Offering a personal owner/operator service” 

DO YOU NEED YOUR EFFLUENT POND EMPTIED?  

KIWI LAND 

DEVELOPMENTS 

 
 

 

 

BULLDOZING, CONTOURING AND EXCAVATING 

Ph 5333063 or 0274 741589 

Email:  kimmc@xtra.co.nz 

Phone Dave 0274 955 624 or A/Hrs 07 533 3581 
For all of your 

Window and Door Maintenance 
Glass Repairs – Door Locks — Door Wheels – Window Handles 

Security Doors – Fly Screens  
Replacement Gutters 

 
 
 

4 Te Puke Quarry Road Te Puke 3153   New Zealand  
Ph: 07 573 9107  Fax: 07 5736915  

Email: admin@rrt.co.nz   Website:  www.rrtractors.co.nz 

Fantini Atom 
 Sprayers 

Phone 027 3187868 



 

07   5734014 
027 3871559 

 Your local registered builder, specialising in extensions, 

renovations   and    new   builds.   Call   Jonn   today   on  

Ph  021 222 4004  or  email  jonn@tektonbuilders.co.nz  

  

For Irrigation Ponds / Effluent Ponds / Farm Work 
General Drainage / House Sites 

Contact Stan Keane Ph 027 2467397 A/H 07 533 1958 

 

 
 
 

 
Advertising space available 

Please contact Christine Boyd at  
the School Office Ph 07 5333731 

 

 
 
 



 

 

School Office:  Phone 533 3731   

Mobile 027 5333731 

Email address: office@pongakawa.school.nz 

Week 6 Term 4 

21st November 2022 

Website 
www.pongakawa.school.nz 

Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/
PongakawaSchoolOfficial 

Cooper Hogan had an amazing win over the  weekend.  He  
competed in the Toi’s 6km Challenge in Whakatane and 
placed 1st overall. Well done Cooper. 
Congratulations also to Kane Jones and Lochlin Siemelink 
who have both made it into the WBOP cricket teams.  
A fantastic achievement boys. 

Our  school  bank  account  details  for  any  payments  are:     ASB 12-3407-0007320-00 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 
What a fantastic Grandparents day we had on Friday!  
I think the number of people attending was possibly one of 
the highest we have had which was great to see.  
It was one of those times when it was great to have the 
Action Centre as it meant we could accommodate all 
those who wished to be here with ease. I have received 
some lovely feedback  from grandparents which I will pass 
on  to  staff  today.  It is always  lovely to  hear  how  much  
people   enjoyed   the  students'  performances  and   the  
second home hospitality. 
I would also like to thank all those who provided cakes etc 
for the PTA stall, it was one of the best responses we 
have had and once again very much appreciated. 
This alongside the great help on the food stall, the raffles 
and our Scholastic Bookfair gave our visitors plenty to look 
at and spend a little cash on. Many thanks to all of you 
who contributed in whatever way and a special thanks to 
the students and staff for providing such awesome dances 
and entertainment. 
It was with much sadness that we heard last week of the 
passing  of  Koro Manu Wihapi.   Manu  was  a  fantastic  
supporter and Kaumatua of our school over many, many 
years as well as the wider community in a variety of areas. 
He  was    an   excellent  role  model   and  leader  in   our  
community and will always be remembered by all of us at 
Pongakawa. 
As the weather gets warmer and the sun more fierce I 
would like to remind parents of the need for a wide 
brimmed sun hat for children every day regardless of the 
weather. This is school policy for terms 1 and 4 and is 
hugely  important  to protect  students from melanoma. 
We have sunblock at school in every room but it would 
also be a great idea to have your child apply this before 
they come to school as well. Please have your child 
choose clothing carefully thin strap tops and singlets are 
definitely not a good plan and are discouraged for safety 
reasons. 
Lastly,  please   do  let  us   know   if   your  child   is   not  
attending school on any day (and the reason why) as well 
as letting us know at the office if you are picking your child 
up prior to the 2.55pm school finish time. This is especially 
important if they are a bus student as we will look for your 
child if we have not heard which of course holds up bus 
runs. 
Have a great week 
Yours in teaching 
Craig Haggo 
Principal 

Christmas Carols by CandleLight 

Everyone in the community is welcome to a   

family evening  of carols  and  

candle  lighting  

 Sunday  4th December  2022  at  the  

Pongakawa  Community Hall  7 pm.    

Hosted  by  the  Pongakawa  School.  

A  plate  to  share  as  part  of a   

community  supper  following   the    

service   is  always  appreciated     

Lost Property - Please check for your child’s clothing 
We have a large amount of lost property gathering at school again,  
including  a good amount of ED gear. Please get your child to check the lost 
property and check at home that your not missing belongings,  Unclaimed 
items will be donated to a charitable .organisation at the end of the term.  It 
all came to school on a small child and we would like to return it home. A 
silver child’s bracelet  found in the Action centre recently can be claimed 
from the school  office. 

Absence from School 
Anyone who is sick with cold / flu symptoms, or a sore throat needs 
to be taken for a covid test or be seen by your family doctor as soon 
as symptoms present themselves rather than assume its just a change 
of weather or hay fever.  There are also cases of strep throat in the 
community which  left unchecked can lead to serious  complications, 
such as rheumatic fever.  The Te Puke Pharmacies  can swab for this 
with no appointment necessary.  Tummy bugs are also circulating at 
present and have a 48 hour stand down period to avoid passing it 
onto others. 
ALL children’s absences MUST  be  phoned  through  to the  school 
office before the start of school for  each day  that they  are absent.  
It is preferred that a message is left on  the school phone or send a 
text  message  to  the  school  mobile 027 5333731  or  alternatively 
email the office on email: office@pongakawa.school.nz in case your 
child’s teacher is sick themselves or on release from class.  
The Ministry of Education requires an actual reason to be provided 
for each absent child each day.   

If your child is sick please keep them home. 
We are seeing cases of reoccurring head lice in some areas of our 
school, and we ask that all parents/caregivers check and treat their  
child/ren to avoid these frustrating reoccurring cases.  Thank you. 

Thank you to Te Arawa Lakes Trust for their very generous 
donation to the school of masks and covid rapid antigen 
tests (RATS).  Thank you for your continued support of our 
school.  If there are any families who are in need or require 
any RAT tests please contact the office. 

Are you missing out on important  
school  messages? 

We wish to advise all families that we  use  this  Skoolbag  app   as  
well  as  our  face  book  page:https://www.facebook.com/
PongakawaSchoolOfficial/  to  help  communicate  and  notify  parents   of  
school  closures or activities,  updates,  newsletters,  cancellations and other 
very important   community   messages.   We   ask  any  new  and   existing  
parents/students to install our Skoolbag App. To install it, just search for our school 
name Pongakawa School in either the Apple App Store or Google  Play  Store.    
For   Windows  users  search  for  Skoolbag  in  the  Windows Store and install the app 
and then find your school.   

Triathlon 22nd November 2022 9.00 am start 
Year 3-8 school triathlon, students are challenged by the course set out on  
the  school  grounds  and  using  the  pool  for the  swim  component. 
Your child will need Togs and Towel, bike and helmet which can be dropped 
off Monday and stored in the classroom. Shoes or gumboots to bike and 
run in, house colour shirt and sunscreen. If you don’t have a bike please 
email hamisha@pongakawa.school.nz and we can provide one. 

Covered shoes and helmet are compulsory in order to compete. 

School Pool Keys 
As we move away from traditional keys to an electronic system for 
the community to be able to access the school pool during the 
summer we are looking at approximately a weeks further delay in 
being able to do this.  We will notify you in the newsletter as soon 
as this access becomes available. 



Hats are compulsory 
It is school policy for all children to wear a broad brimmed or  
bucket sun hat every day in Terms 1 and 4 at Pongakawa 
School  to  protect  children  from  the  harsh ultra-violet rays.  
If your child does not have  one  or  forgets  to  bring  or  wear  
it, they  will  be directed to  play under the trees at the front of 
the school.   

 

Sports Events 
Water Polo  

Pongakawa Senior and Penguins Water Polo Teams 
On Friday the Pongakawa Senior Team played the Tahatai 
Sharks again. In a tight tussle they won 3-2.  
The Pongakawa Penguins Water Polo Team played St 
Mary's School. The team went down 13-2.  
This Friday the Pongakawa Senior Team are playing Mount 
Maunganui Intermediate White at 7pm and the Pongakawa 
Penguins are playing two games. The first game is at 
6:30pm against the Omanu Orcas and the second game is at 
7:30pm against the Mount Primary Sharks St Mary's star-
fish at 6pm. Please remember to be there 15 minutes before 
the game. 

Mini Polo  
Pongakawa Platypus and Penguins Mini Polo Teams 

On Sunday morning our Mini Polo teams played again. The 
Pongakawa Platypus played the Te Manawa Stingrays and 
won 5-1. A great effort by the whole team to get their first 
proper win. 
The Pongakawa Penguins played the Te Manawa Sharks. 
The team played really well and came away with a 9 - 2 
win. 
Next week the Pongakawa Platypus are playing Golden 
Sands Purple at 10:25am and the Pongakawa Penguins are 
playing the Papamoa Pufferfish at 11:40am.  
Please remember to be there 15 minutes before the game. 

                            Cricket 
Strikers lost to TIS Blue on Saturday, was a tough game for the 

boys this week up against a very strong all round team.  POD 

went to Punjab Khakh for some awesome bowling.  

Remember we have training in Te Puke on Thursday at 4:30pm. 

 
Rippa Rugby Term 4 

Rippa Rugby Games every Wednesday at the Paengaroa 
Domain.  

 The draw for week 4 Wednesday 23rd November: 
Year 1-2: Field 2A at 4pm Vs Otamarakau Kiwi 
Year 3/4: Team 1: Field 3B at 4pm Vs Paengaroa 
               Team 2: Field 1A at 4.30pm Vs Te Puke 
Year 5/6: Fiels 1A at 5pm Vs Paengaroa 

 
Volleyball Term 4 

Half hour games are between 3.30pm-5.00pm.  The draw 
The draw below is for this week, the final week. 

The draw for week 6, 23rd November 2022 is  below: 
The canteen will be operating during volleyball games 

with the following items available: 

Upcoming Events Calendar 
21/11/22          PTA meeting 7pm in the staffroom, everyone welcome 
22/11/22 Te Puke Boys and Girls Agricultural Meeting 7pm at the 
  Otamarakau School 

22/11/22 School Triathlon Years 3-8 from 9.00am  
23/11/22        Yr 7 & 8 Zone Athletics  
23/11/22        Final after school Volley Ball game 
25/11/22 Juniors Athletics 1.30 - 2.45pm 
25/11/22        Yr 5 & 6 Touch Tournament in Papamoa 
28/11/22        Junior Christmas Party, please bring togs and towel 
29/11/22        AWOL Redwoods Mountain Biking 
29/11/22        Jiddles Christmas Party 
30/11/22  to   02/12/22 Middles School Camp Totara Springs 
30/11/22 WBOP Athletics 
01/12/22 Jiddles Athletics  11-12.30pm 
01/12/22 Senior Social 6.00 -9.00pm Pongakawa School Hall 
02/12/22        Final Water polo game 
05/12/22 End of term assembly  (Class awards) 1.30pm 
06/12/22        Middles Disco 6.00-8.00pm Pongakawa  hall 
07/12/22        Believe Morning tea  
07/12/22        Final Rippa Rugby game 
09/12/22 End of Year Assembly ( Year 8 Graduation) 
11/12/22        Final Mini Polo game 
14/12/22        Last day of term, Half day 
01/02/23        First day of Term 1 2023 (Wednesday) 
06/02/23 Waitangi Day 2023 

IMPORTANT - RETURN OF CUPS  
Please return all end of term and end of year 
cups and trophies to the school office now as 
they are about to be reissued and some cups 
need to be engraved. Thank you 

Community Notices 
Pukehina Surf Rescue.  Come and have fun at the beach with 
us this summer, Join Pukehina Surf Rescue Junior Surf. 
Sundays 9.45am 
Registrations online at www.pukehinasurfrescue.co.nz  

Reminder  
School Hats are Compulsory Every Day 

 
Broad Brimmed hats are compulsory every day in terms  
1 & 4.  Please ensure your child has one every day when 
they leave for school regardless of the weather.  
Many children are arriving at school without one. 

Week 6 
23rdNov 

Court 1 Court 2 Court 3 Court 4 

Round 1 
3.00 

Raiders 
V 

Mon-
keys 

Volley-
ballers 

V 
Shreks 

Volleydogs 
V 

Mighty 
Ducks 

Slammers 
V 

Spikers 

  
 

Prize  Giving  for Seniors and Jiddles 
 

Round  2 
3.30 

Fangs 
V  

Star-
light 

Champs 
V  

Scorch-
ers 

Hot Shots 
V 

Troopers 

Bumble Bees 
V  

T Motor 

 Prize Giving for Middles 

Sausage & Bread $3.00 
Can of drink $2.00 

Lolly bag or chocolate fish $1.00 
Mini ice block $1.00 

Class Physical Education - Swimming 
Please be aware that all school classrooms from  
Monday 28th November 2022 will be doing swimming 
as their daily classroom PE.   
Please ensure that your child brings their togs and  
towel to school with them everyday regardless of the 
weather.  If your child has a medical reason that they 
cannot swim, a note with a reason needs to be  
provided  to their teacher. 

Library Books - IMPORTANT 
Please return all School library books to class teachers 
now as the school library is being closed so that our 
annual book stock take can begin for the end of the 
year.  Please check your children’s bedrooms for any 
outstanding books. 

Lost books will incur a replacement fee  


