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 34 Young Road, RD9 

 Te Puke, 3189, New Zealand 

 Phone 07 573 6127 / 573 6247 

 Fax      07 573 9831 

 Email:  Deanna.Morse@seeka.co.nz 

Farm Orchard Tractors and  

Machinery Sales & Service                             
are your local agents for ; 

 

 

TERM DATES 2021 
TERM 1: 02/02/21 - 16/04/21 TERM 2: 03/05/21 - 09/07/21   TERM 3: 26/07/21 - 01/10/21   TERM 4: 18/10/21 - 15/12/21 

Main Road   PO Box 582   Te Puke 3153   New Zealand  
Ph: 07 573 9107  Fax: 07 5736915  

Email:info@rr-tractors.co.nz   Website:  www.rrtractors.co.nz 

   JAMES AND CARLA WILTON 
    Ph: 021 303 620 or (07) 533 4268 

    Email: jcslurryspreading@gmail.com 

If so, call JC SLURRY SPREADING Ltd. 
Servicing Western Bay of Plenty area. Pumping 

and stirring service 
Capable of pumping up to 900 metres from your pond 
“Offering a personal owner/operator service” 

DO YOU NEED YOUR EFFLUENT POND EMPTIED?  

KIWI LAND 

DEVELOPMENTS 

 
 

 

 

BULLDOZING, CONTOURING AND EXCAVATING 

Ph 5333063 or 0274 741589 

Email:  kimmc@xtra.co.nz 



 

07   5734014 
027 3871559 

 Your local registered builder, specialising in extensions, 

renovations   and    new   builds.   Call   Jonn   today   on  

Ph  021 222 4004  or  email  jonn@tektonbuilders.co.nz  

  

For Irrigation Ponds / Effluent Ponds / Farm Work 
General Drainage / House Sites 

Contact Stan Keane Ph 027 2467397 A/H 07 533 1958 

 



 

School Office:  Phone 533 3731  

Email address: office@pongakawa.school.nz 

Week 3 Term 4 

1st November 2021 

Website 
www.pongakawa.school.nz 

Facebook 

Our bank account details for any payments are:     ASB 123407 0007320 00 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 
I hope you had a great weekend and a little time to spend with your family. It was 
lovely to be able to run our Agricultural Day last Friday albeit with restrictions in place. 
Your support with these was much appreciated and certainly helped to make things 
run as smoothly as possible under the circumstances. 
Today, I will begin to outline some of the new Ministry of Education (MOE) require-
ments for all schools in New Zealand. I feel there is a lot of conflicting information 
amongst the Te Puke (and indeed the New Zealand) community in relation to what will 
be happening soon in schools. Therefore, I think it is timely you are given the facts 
rather than interpretations of what may or may not be included. Please understand the 
following data is not Craig Haggo as principal’s view, nor is it Karen Gillingham Board 
Chairs view, or the Board of Trustees, or the staff. Rather, I am cutting and pasting 
directly from information supplied by Iona Holstead, the Secretary for Education, New 
Zealand. The material has been very confronting for staff and myself as it was for 
everyone, and came as a complete surprise. We first knew of it in week one of the last 
holidays and there has since been communication from the MOE, NZEI (the teachers 
and support staff union) and The School Trustees Association (STA). A google search 
for any of these will provide even more detail than I will relate, as I only have room in 
the newsletter to outline some of the major impacts.  
 It is accurate as of Thursday 28th October but comes with a caveat that; 
”The advice we are providing to you reflects the vaccination order as it currently 
stands, and we have consulted with the unions representing teachers, principals and 
support staff when developing it. I expect that this guidance will apply to most  
situations you encounter with your staff.” 
The Ministry of Education had to apply measures put in place because: As at 11.59pm 
on Monday 25 October the COVID-19 Public Health Response Order for Mandatory 
Vaccinations for Education came into effect.  What the requirements are and who they 
apply to: 
Everyone who works for a school or kura who may have contact with children or  
students or will be present at a time when children and students are also present must 
have had a first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine by 15 November and be fully  
vaccinated by 1 January 2022.  
From 1 January 2022, schools and kura must only allow those that are fully  
vaccinated to provide onsite services.  
This includes: 
Principals 
Teachers 
Relief teachers and casual staff 
Administration staff 
Caretakers and cleaners 
Contractors and other tradespeople 
Service managers 
Caregivers and other staff. 
This means all people above under the requirements of the order (unless they have a 
medical exemption) must have had their first dose of the covid vaccine by  the 15th of 
November. Those staff members regardless of the school they are at  will not be able 
to enter their respective place of work on Tuesday 16th November unless they have 
met this requirement. The order outlines the process for those people in this situation 
and there can be no variation to this. As you can imagine  dealing with this is not only 
difficult but hugely stressful for all staff. As Principals, my colleagues and I, as the 
people who must action this response, are dealing with a situation we did not think we 
would ever face and let me tell you it is pretty stressful as we consider the impact for 
all involved. 
You will no doubt be wondering how the Public Health Response Order will change 
things for you as a parent, particularly if you are active in helping out around the 
school. I  have information in regard to this however,  I will deal with this in the next 
newsletter. My colleagues and I are seeking clarification around several things so it is 
wise to know these before I put pen to paper. 
How can you help?   
I think it is vital in your conversations, particularly those with parents at other schools 
that you encourage them to seek the facts as I have outlined. I am aware principals 
will have differing viewpoints, may even suggest they will not be following the Order 
(or aspects of it). Let me assure you unless the order changes the information I have 
relayed today must be followed and we have no choice not to, or to interpret it the way 
we see fit. Indeed, it is considered an offence as from November 16th not to adhere 
and the consequences are also quite confronting. 
As Principal the assurance I can give you is that Pongakawa has and always will be a 
second home for all and we will do everything we can to maintain the special 
place  we have. It is a great school with great students and staff and you are  
wonderful parents and an awesome community. 
Ko te mea nui 
Ko te aroha. 
Yours in teaching, Craig Haggo, Principal 

PONGAKAWA SCHOOL AG DAY RESULTS 2021 
Calves  
Calves Leading: Senior 1st Devon Jones, 2nd Kane Jones, 3rd Rosie Morgan 4th 
Bella Walker Junior 1 Asher Cumming, 2nd Ella Driver, 3rd Lucy Wattam,  
4th Conrad Gordon  
Child Effort:   
Light Breed, Senior 1st Ashton Deed. 
Junior, 1st Lucy Wattam 
Heavy Breed, Senior 1st Bella Walker 2nd Sophia Harrison, 3rd Devon Jones,  
Junior: 1st Alexia Gordon 2nd Makenna Dyson  
Beef Breed, Senior, 1 Rosie Morgan, 2nd Mitchell Cumming, 3rd, Kane Jones 
Junior, 1 Ella Driver, 2nd Asher Cumming 3rd Conrad Gordon 
Type: 
Light Breed, Senior 1st Ashton Deed. Junior 1st Lucy Wattam 
Heavy Breed, Senior 1st Sophia Harrison, 2nd Bella Walker 3rd Devon Jones 
Junior 1st Alexia Gordon, 2nd Makenna Dyson  
Beef Breed, Senior 1st Rosie Morgan 2nd Mitchell Cumming, 3rd Kane Jones, 
Junior 1st Asher Cumming, 2nd Ella Driver, 3rd Conrad Gordon 
CALVES  Cup Winners 
Joe Milsom Cup Leading: Devon Jones 
ASB Trophy Champion Jersey for Child Effort: Ashton Deed 
Cawte Cup Jersey/Open 50% Child effort/50% Type: Lucy Wattam 
Reserve Champion Jersey: Ashton Deed. 
Marsh Cup Champion Child Effort Heavy: Alexia Gordon 
Ohara Estate Trophy Child Effort Beef: Rosie Morgan 
Taft Cup Best Type Heavy: Alexia Gordon 
Nettlingham Cup Champion Heavy: Alexia Gordon 
Reserve Champion Heavy: Bella Walker 
FMG Cup Champion Beef: Rosie Morgan Reserve Champion: Ella Driver 
Oxenham Cup Child Effort Champion All Breeds: Lucy Wattam 
Green Cup Yr8 Judging: Liam Harrison   
Lambs 
Leading Senior 1st Addison Watts, 2nd Molly McGowan 3rd Emma Craig, 4th 
Maya Cooper Junior 1st Oscar Wattam 2nd Holly Wichmann, 3rd Myles Andrews, 
4th Jacob Craig. 
Calling Senior 1st Maya Cooper, 2nd Molly McGowan, 3rd Margot Crawford,  
4th Addison Watts. Junior 1st Indy Rose Hawke 2nd Brody Jones, 3rd Myles  
Andrews, 4th Oscar Wattam 
Child Effort Senior 1st Addison Watts, 2nd Margot Crawford, 3rd Molly McGowan, 
4th Kayden Taylor.  
Junior 1st Myles Andrews, 2nd Indy Rose Hawke, 3rd Kyla Jones, 4th Jute Goodwin. 
Type Senior 1st Addison Watts, 2nd Margot Crawford, 3rd Kayden Taylor,  
4th Molly McGowan.  
Junior 1st Kyla Jones, 2nd Indy Rose Hawke 3rd Jute Goodwin 4th Jacob Craig 
LAMBS Cup Winners 
Spratt Cup/Leading – Addison Watts 
Atkinson Cup/Calling Maya Cooper 
Pattie Cup/Junior Champ: Myles Andrews 
Reserve Champ Junior: Indy Rose Hawke 
Marsh Cup Senior Champ: Addison Watts 
Reserve Snr Champ: Molly McGowan 
Eric Ball Supreme Champion: Addison Watts 
Myhill Cup Best Pet: Iris Fahey 
GOATS: Leading Junior 1st Alexis Breckon,  
Calling Junior 1st Alexis Breckon, Child Effort Junior   1st Alexis Breckon 
GOAT Cup Winners  
Paterson Cup-Champ Goat:  Alexis Breckon 
Ag Day PET RESULTS 
Cats: Senior 1st Amelia Smith, 2nd Clara Brown. 
Junior 1st Mason Ah Fook, 2nd Cate Cooper and Alex Slattery Coffin  
Renee Cowell Coolest Cat Cup: Cate Cooper 
Dogs: Senior 1st Angelina Bond 2nd Cooper Hogan,3rd Hugh Fowler Junior 1st 
Joshua James and Anya Simpson 2nd Will Fahey, 3rd, Lachlan Ferguson 
Tom Walters Top Dog Cup: Luke Pringle  
Other Pets Senior 1st Katela Tapsell & Jahkasha Tapsell, 2nd Ruby Delaere,  
3rd Jackson Stewart.  
Junior: 1st Felix Brown, 2nd Ember Roberts, 3rd Ryder Hadley. 
Congratulations to Conrad Gordon who won the spot prize from our sponsor  
OFFROADNZ Driven by Adventure  which is a Monster 4x4 Thrill Ride. 
We would like to especially thank our Judges, Stewards, P.T.A, staff,  
photographers and families for all the hard work in making this day run so 
smoothly and thank you to our wonderful sponsors. 



Please note the 2021 school term dates  
Term 1:  02/02/21 - 16/04/21 
Term 2:  03/05/21 - 09/07/21 
Term 3:  26/07/21 - 01/10/21 
Term 4:  18/10/21 - 15/12/21 

School Representative / Sports Shirts 
We still seem to have missing shirts and jackets from Hockey, 

Touch, AIMS, Group Day etc. If you have any shirts or jackets at 
home please return them to school immediately as they need to 

be reissued. 

Hats are compulsory 
It is school policy for all children to wear a broad brimmed or  
bucket sun hat every day in Terms 1 and 4 at Pongakawa School  to  
protect  children  from  the  harsh ultra-violet rays.  If your child does 
not have  one  or  forgets  to  bring  or  wear  it, they  will  be di-
rected to  play under the trees at the front of the school.   

A  negative  attitude  often  reflects  a  cluster  of  'stink  thoughts'... 
Negative thoughts tend to move in packs.  Not in ones. Or even twos. But in packs. 

After all, dealing with one negative thought? Or two? Easy. 

But our minds don't tend to work that way. They tend to 'wind themselves up'. Get on a roll. 

Amplify the negative. Make it bigger than it really is.  

Like a feedback loop created by leaving a microphone in front of the speaker, the mind can 

quickly move into a downward spiral. And suddenly there is a sound that is hurting the ears 

and capturing everyone's attention. 

The remedy? Recognise it for what it is. A negative feedback loop. And choose not to indulge it. 

After all, your negative feelings aren't always true are they? 

I mean, feeling negative or unsafe, doesn't mean things are terrible or you are in danger does 

it? 

Feelings are just echoes from another time. They can tell you nothing about today. They are 

echoes from yesterday. So maybe it is time to remind yourself... 

THAT WAS THEN...THIS IS NOW! 

Then step around those negative feelings, and get on with it. 

Pause For Thought 

Don’t become preoccupied with your child’s academic ability,  

but instead teach them to sit with those sitting alone. 

Teach them to be kind. 

Teach them  to offer help. 

Teach them to be a friend to the lonely. 

Teach them to encourage others. 

Teach them to think about other people. 

Teach them to share. 

Teach them to look for the good. 

This is how they will change the world. 

RETURN OF CUPS - Please return all end of  
Term cups and trophies to the school  office now  

as they need to be reissued soon. Thank you. 

Strep Throat - Important 
With several cases of strep throat around at present please be aware 
that the symptoms are: vomiting, sore throat or  headache with a tem-
perature.   Please get children tested if symptoms persist as they are 
contagious until 24 hours after  antibiotics have started.   
If left untreated it can cause  rheumatic fever which affects your heart.  If 
you are unsure, and throat pain persists, please see your GP. 

School Pool Keys To be Returned 
ALL pool keys are required to be returned to the school  

office  along with your bank account details  so that your $5.00 
refund can be returned to you. 

 
We still have a large number of keys that have yet to be  

returned.  These keys need to be recut so please return them as 
soon as possible. 

Senior Student Technology Fees 
All senior students do technology during the course of the 
year and the parent contribution towards materials costs is 
$50.00 which is compulsory. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE - Drink Bottles 
We require your child to come to school with a named drink bottle each 
day. This can be as simple as a pump bottle which you have named. The 
drinking fountains in schools are not available to use under Covid19 re-
strictions.  

Please check each day that your child has a drink bottle in their school 
bag which can be refilled with water if necessary during the day.  

    
  

Events Coming Up 
01/11/21 Junior / Jiddles Wheels Day (Gold coin donation) 
02/11/21 Middles / Seniors Wheels Day (Gold coin donation) 
03/11/21 Keeping Ourselves Safe Program information session 2pm 
04/11/21 Group Day 
09/11/21 Year 5/8 School Athletics day 
11/11/21   to  12/11/21 Year 3/4 camp activities 
19/11/21 Grandparents Day 
22/11/21 Teacher Only Day - No school for students 
25/11/21 HPV Immunisation Year  8 second dose (note change of date) 
25/11/21 Jiddles Athletics Day 
26/11/21 Junior Athletics Day 
01/12/21 Sibling Photos - Photolife 
06/12/21 End of term assembly 
08/12/21 Senior Social 
10/12/21 End of Year Assembly 

Sports and Activities  
Touch Rugby Term 4 

Please note change of game day for the Panthers - Year 7/8’s.  A notice has 
been sent home today about the change of day that the Year 7/8’s will now 
play starting from tomorrow. 
Panthers: Year 7/8 Tuesday 2nd November. field 3 @ 5.45pm 
Pythons: Year 5/6 Thursday 4th November . Field 3 @ 4.35pm 
Pumas: Year 5/6 Thursday 4th November. Field 3 @ 3.50pm 
Any queries please contact Mr Thomas direct by email: joet@pongakawa.school.nz. 

Cricket Term 4 
Pongakawa Strikers had a win for their first game! Pongakawa 65/8 against TIS 
32/7, players of days went to two of our Te Puke players, Darrell and James. 
Pongakawa Pirates played their first game for the season (and for many their first 
game ever).  They had a great first game against the Te Puke Typhons with a final 
score of 68-70 to the Typhons.  Player of the day was Daytona Linstead for good 
listening and improvement during the match.  
Thank you to Paul Hickson and the following businesses who have supported the 
school cricket teams with sponsorship for the 2021 season.  BP Pongakawa,  
LIC Livestock  for  hats and sports gear; Relief Essentials; Pongakawa Service 
Centre. Your support is greatly appreciated. Thank you. 

Afterschool Volleyball Action Centre Term 4 
Games continue until week 7.  Parents/Caregivers are now able to sit in the  
bleachers to watch their child’s game as long as they are masked and are contact 
tracing.  Siblings are not permitted in the Action Centre during games.  The draws 
were posted up last week.  Please ensure that you pick your child up from the 
Action Centre as soon as their game finishes.  The PTA are selling sausages and 
bread, drinks and lollies whilst games are being played. 

Waterpolo Years 5 - 8 Term 4 
The Pongakawa Water Polo team had a great start to their season. The team 
played Te Puke Intermediate on Friday night. After being down 6-2 with one  
quarter to go the team fought back to lose narrowly 6-5. A particular mention to all 
the new players that played, well done on a great first game. We have this weeks 
game at 6.30pm against St Mary’s Southern Fish.  Please be at the venue at 
least 15 minutes before the game.   Any queries, please contact Mr Judd by 
email : mikej@pongakawa.school.nz 

Are you missing out on important  
school  messages? 

We wish to advise all families that we  use  this  Skoolbag  app   as  well  
as  our  face  book  page:https://www.facebook.com/PongakawaSchoolOfficial/ 
to  help  communicate  and  notify  parents   of  school  closures or activities,   
updates,  newsletters,  cancellations and other very important   community    
messages.   We   ask  any  new  and   existing parents/students to install our Skoolbag 
App. To install it, just search for our school name Pongakawa School in either the Apple 

App Store or Google  Play  Store.   For  Windows  users  search  for  Skoolbag  in  
the  Windows Store and install the app and then find your school.   

Community Notices 
Come and fun with us at Pukehina Beach every Sunday, our Junior surf 
rescue season is about to kick off and we would love to see you there. There is 
something for all ages 5 and up, all are welcome.  We offer Rookie lifeguard 
training, swim training, board training and more.   Check us out on facebook - 
Pukehina SR Junior surf or our website www.pukehinasurfrescue.co.nz. 
Two registration dates - 27th October 5.30 - 7pm or 30th October 4-5pm 
Season starts Sunday 7th November  9.45am sharp, or register that morning 
between 8&9am. Join as a family for $160 or individual $65.  Come check us out! 
DMS Progrowers Limited. Summer work Available.  
Work available vine training kiwifruit vines. School friendly hours.  Pick your 
days.  Weather  dependant.  Get fit.  Training given.  Fun atmosphere.   
Pukehina – Otamarakau area.  Great pay.  Phone Shelly Direct Ph 021 0783149 

Year 3 & 4 Jiddles Camp 
Thursday 11th & Friday 12th November 2021 

Year 4 $30.00  / Year 3 $20.00 
Notices went home in Term 3 to Jiddles families about this years camp.  
Please complete the attached Parent Supervisor form if you are able to 
assist in any way and return them to class Teachers.  There will be a 
meeting for camp parents in week 2 of Term 4. 

BROAD  BRIMMED  SUNHATS  
Broad brimmed sunhats are compulsory in line 

with our School Policy for Terms 1 and 4.   
Please make ensure your child has one with them 

every day regardless of the weather 

Photolife Class Photos 
Sibling Photos have now been scheduled for Wednesday 1st  
December 2021. Photolife will provide the school the shoot keys later 
in the term which will then be distributed to students.  Please be  
patient as this usually takes several weeks.  Once you have your 
shoot key you can go online to check the photos and decide if you 
wish to purchase directly from them. 

Absences 

ALL children’s absences MUST be phoned through to 

the school office before the start of school for each 

day that they are absent. It is preferred that a  

message is left on the school absentee message bank or 

alternatively email the office on email:  

office@pongakawa.school.nz in case your child’s teach-

er is sick themselves or on release from class.  

The Ministry of Education requires an actual reason to 

be provided for each absent child each day. 

If your child is sick please keep them home. 

Keeping Ourselves Safe Parent Information Session 
Every two years the classes at Pongakawa School are involved in the 
'Keeping Ourselves Safe' police programme.  
This programme looks at how students can remain safe when  
interacting with others.  
The aims of the programme are: 
► To teach children a range of safe practices that they can use 

when interacting with other people. 
► To encourage children who have been, or are being abused, 

to seek help. 
► To contribute to an overall community prevention  
 programme by making parents and teachers more aware of 
 their responsibilities to help children avoid abuse. 
The Parent Information Session is a chance for parents to learn more 
about the programme and ask any questions that they  
themselves may have. 
The Parent Information Session will take place from 2pm-2:55pm in the 
school library this Wednesday 3rd November.  
We look forward to seeing you there. 

Important Message - Tough Guy and Gal Withdrawal 
After much consideration we have regretfully decided to withdraw from 
the Tough Guy and Gal competition that has been rescheduled for 3rd 
December 2021. It is highly likely that this event will be  cancelled anyway 
as it is very unlikely that we will be moving to Alert Level 1 by then. By 
withdrawing us from the event now it gives the office time to reimburse 
the students' families who had paid and entered and it will mean families 
will be able to get reimbursed for the full amount.  
In order to be reimbursed parents will need to provide the office with 
their bank account details or alternatively the money can be used to  
cover any outstanding school payments families may have.   
Please contact the office either way, preferably by email to  
office@pongakawa.school.nz 

Group Day  
Thursday 4th November 2021. Te Puke Showgrounds , Te Puke 

1st, 2nd and 3rd place getters for lambs, calves and goats are able to 
compete at Group Day.  Students and their animals will need to be at 
the showgrounds at 8.30am to meet Jo Cooper on site to receive 
their school  rep shirts.  NO gumboots in the ring.  If your child and 
their animal are unable to attend on the day please let us know in 
advance so another child can take their place at this event.  
Don’t forget your standard and drinking water for your animal. 


