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PLEASE SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 34 Young Road, RD9 

 Te Puke, 3189, New Zealand 

 Phone 07 573 6127 / 573 6247 

 Fax      07 573 9831 

 Email:  Deanna.Morse@seeka.co.nz 

Farm Orchard Tractors and  

Machinery Sales & Service                             
are your local agents for ; 

 

 

TERM DATES 2021 
TERM 1: 02/02/21 - 16/04/21 TERM 2: 03/05/21 - 09/07/21   TERM 3: 26/07/21 - 01/10/21   TERM 4: 18/10/21 - 15/12/21 

Main Road   PO Box 582   Te Puke 3153   New Zealand  
Ph: 07 573 9107  Fax: 07 5736915  

Email:info@rr-tractors.co.nz   Website:  www.rrtractors.co.nz 

   JAMES AND CARLA WILTON 
    Ph: 021 303 620 or (07) 533 4268 

    Email: jcslurryspreading@gmail.com 

If so, call JC SLURRY SPREADING Ltd. 
Servicing Western Bay of Plenty area. Pumping 

and stirring service 
Capable of pumping up to 900 metres from your pond 
“Offering a personal owner/operator service” 

DO YOU NEED YOUR EFFLUENT POND EMPTIED?  

KIWI LAND 

DEVELOPMENTS 

 
 

 

 

BULLDOZING, CONTOURING AND EXCAVATING 

Ph 5333063 or 0274 741589 

Email:  kimmc@xtra.co.nz 



 

07   5734014 
027 3871559 

 Your local registered builder, specialising in extensions, 

renovations   and    new   builds.   Call   Jonn   today   on  

Ph  021 222 4004  or  email  jonn@tektonbuilders.co.nz  

  

For Irrigation Ponds / Effluent Ponds / Farm Work 
General Drainage / House Sites 

Contact Stan Keane Ph 027 2467397 A/H 07 533 1958 

 



 

School Office:  Phone 533 3731  

Email address: office@pongakawa.school.nz 

Week 5 Term 4 

15th November 2021 

Website 
www.pongakawa.school.nz 

Facebook 

Our bank account details for any payments are:     ASB 123407 0007320 00 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 

I hope you had a pleasant weekend despite the changeable 

weather. 

It will have come as no surprise to you I am sure, that the    

dreaded virus has made its way closer to us with cases in Rotorua 

and Taupo along with positive testing in wastewater in Tauranga 

and Mount Maunganui. We expect to get further guidance from 

the Ministry of Education in relation to how things will flow in the 

Bay, but imagine this will be largely dependent on cases and the 

spread of cases. Like you I am ever hopeful these will remain 

isolated and we can continue to “dodge the bullets”, however, as 

you would expect the school is actively planning for the various 

scenarios which may unfold and will keep you up to date with 

these. 

As a part of the Ministry of Education Requirements all schools 

who have students twelve years and over are required to keep a 

Covid Vaccination Register. Below is a quote from the privacy 

statement for students which families will receive during this 

week. For parents in this area we are more than happy for you to 

send the information to the office but we will send a document 

for you to fill in and provide an online option also. 

On 28 October 2021, The Secretary for Education issued a  

Direction under the Education and Training Act 2020 Schedule 25, 

clause 3 that requires all registered schools who enroll     students 

over the age of 12 years, to maintain an up-to-date register with 

the COVID-19 vaccination status of these (eligible) students,  

starting from 1 November 2021. 

Please be clear it does not state students must be vaccinated and 

as parents your family will have a personal view in relation to this. 

Under the current level 2 system we see no change for any    

student as and that things will carry on as they are. The Ministry 

of Education is yet to advise schools directly about how the New 

Zealand Covid-19 Protection Framework (Traffic Light System) 

will operate in an education setting and again we will let you 

know this as soon as the school has clarity.  

Enough about Covid19, many of you will be wondering why the 

pool is taking such a long time to complete. There are several 

reasons for this; 

Weather has been unfavourable. 

The contractor was told by the paint supplier all paint needed to 

be removed from the pool prior to application of any new      

material or it may lift and thus they would provide no guarantee. 

The difficulty the contractor has had in getting the old paint off. 

This is the first time since it was built the pool has been painted 

so we have done remarkably well to have it last this long. We 

know that when it was first built there was some plaster/paint 

issues and thus it is important we get this right. Therefore, it is 

not as easy as just getting a group of folk in the pool and rolling 

a couple of coats on. With any luck we will get similar longevity 

from the new paint as we have from the old stuff. 

Please ensure your child has a wide brimmed/bucket hat each 

day at school. This is school policy and actually just makes good 

sense. In addition, for those students who bring phones to school 

it is policy that these must be left at the school office as soon as 

the child arrives at school and cannot be picked up until they are 

heading home. 

Lastly, congratulations to the Jiddles team on a fantastic camp, 

we have had lots of positive feedback in relation to it. As we 

know current circumstances make it very difficult to run outdoor 

experiences so really well done to all connected with it. 

Yours in teaching 

Craig Haggo 

Principal 

 
Junior / Jiddles Christmas Party  

Wednesday 8th December 2021 begins at 1pm 
If any Junior parents can assist please contact  

Sjaan Fahey 0273187868 as help is necessary to  
run these events and greatly appreciated. 

 

Middles Disco  
Tuesday 7th December 2021 6pm until 8pm 

Christmas Theme 
Don’t forget your $2.00 Secret Santa Gift is an entry  

Fee.  Girls buy for a girl and boys buy for a boy 
Students will need to be signed into and out of the hall 

by the Parent / Caregiver delivering them to the 
Pongakawa Community hall. 

Please return all End of Year and End of Term Cups 
and Trophies, to the school office now. 

  Thank you 

Christmas Carols by Candlelight 

Everyone in the community is welcome 

to a  family evening  of carols  and  

candle  lighting  

 Sunday  5th  December  2021  at  

the  Pongakawa  Community Hall  

from 7 pm.    

Hosted  by  the  Pongakawa  School.  

A  plate  to  share  as  part  of a   

community  supper  following   the    

service   is  always  appreciated   

Teacher Only Day— IMPORTANT 
Parents/Caregivers please be aware that on Monday 
22nd November 2021 there is a teacher only day which 
means  NO Students at school.   
Please make alternative arrangements for your child/ren 
on this day.  

Absences  
In light of the covid19 cases in Rotorua and wastewater  
indicators for Tauranga/Mt Maunganui at present we request 
that any child who is off sick with cold or flu symptoms or a 
sore throat is taken for a covid test as soon as symptoms  
present themselves. 
ALL children’s absences MUST be phoned through to the school office  
before the start of school for each day that they are absent. It is preferred 
that a message is left on the school absentee message bank or alternatively 
email the office on email: office@pongakawa.school.nz in case your child’s 
teacher is sick themselves or on release from class.  
The Ministry of Education requires an actual reason to be provided for each 
absent child each day.  If your child is sick please keep them home. 

Breakfast Is Served For Anyone Who Needs It 
Where: School Action Centre Foyer.  

When: Each Monday, Wednesday and Friday .  
Time: 8.00 am – 8.30 am 



Please note the 2021 school term dates  
Term 1:  02/02/21 - 16/04/21 
Term 2:  03/05/21 - 09/07/21 
Term 3:  26/07/21 - 01/10/21 
Term 4:  18/10/21 - 15/12/21 

School Representative / Sports Shirts 
We still seem to have missing shirts and jackets from Hockey, 

Touch, AIMS, Group Day etc. If you have any shirts or jackets at 
home please return them to school immediately as they need to 

be reissued. 

Hats are compulsory 
It is school policy for all children to wear a broad brimmed or  
bucket sun hat every day in Terms 1 and 4 at Pongakawa School  to  
protect  children  from  the  harsh ultra-violet rays.  If your child does 
not have  one  or  forgets  to  bring  or  wear  it, they  will  be di-
rected to  play under the trees at the front of the school.   

A  negative  attitude  often  reflects  a  cluster  of  'stink  thoughts'... 
Negative thoughts tend to move in packs.  Not in ones. Or even twos. But in packs. 

After all, dealing with one negative thought? Or two? Easy. 

But our minds don't tend to work that way. They tend to 'wind themselves up'. Get on a roll. 

Amplify the negative. Make it bigger than it really is.  

Like a feedback loop created by leaving a microphone in front of the speaker, the mind can 

quickly move into a downward spiral. And suddenly there is a sound that is hurting the ears 

and capturing everyone's attention. 

The remedy? Recognise it for what it is. A negative feedback loop. And choose not to indulge it. 

After all, your negative feelings aren't always true are they? 

I mean, feeling negative or unsafe, doesn't mean things are terrible or you are in danger does 

it? 

Feelings are just echoes from another time. They can tell you nothing about today. They are 

echoes from yesterday. So maybe it is time to remind yourself... 

THAT WAS THEN...THIS IS NOW! 

Then step around those negative feelings, and get on with it. 

Pause For Thought 

Don’t become preoccupied with your child’s academic ability,  

but instead teach them to sit with those sitting alone. 

Teach them to be kind. 

Teach them  to offer help. 

Teach them to be a friend to the lonely. 

Teach them to encourage others. 

Teach them to think about other people. 

Teach them to share. 

Teach them to look for the good. 

This is how they will change the world. 

RETURN OF CUPS - Please return all end of  
Term cups and trophies to the school  office now  

as they need to be reissued soon. Thank you. 

Strep Throat - Important 
With several cases of strep throat around at present please be aware 
that the symptoms are: vomiting, sore throat or  headache with a tem-
perature.   Please get children tested if symptoms persist as they are 
contagious until 24 hours after  antibiotics have started.   
If left untreated it can cause  rheumatic fever which affects your heart.  If 
you are unsure, and throat pain persists, please see your GP. 

School Pool Keys To be Returned 
ALL pool keys are required to be returned to the school  

office  along with your bank account details  so that your $5.00 
refund can be returned to you. 

 
We still have a large number of keys that have yet to be  

returned.  These keys need to be recut so please return them as 
soon as possible. 

Senior Student Technology Fees 
All senior students do technology during the course of the 
year and the parent contribution towards materials costs is 
$50.00 which is compulsory. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE - Drink Bottles 
We require your child to come to school with a named drink bottle each 
day. This can be as simple as a pump bottle which you have named. The 
drinking fountains in schools are not available to use under Covid19 re-
strictions.  

Please check each day that your child has a drink bottle in their school 
bag which can be refilled with water if necessary during the day.  

    
  

 Events Coming Up 
22/11/21 Teacher Only Day - No school for students 
24/11/21 Year  5-8 School Athletics (note date change) 
25/11/21 HPV Immunisation Year  8 second dose given 
25/11/21 Jiddles Athletics Day 
26/11/21 Junior Athletics Day 
05/12/21 Carols by Candlelight Pongakawa Hall 7pm to 9pm 
06/12/21 End of term assembly 
07/12/21 Middles Disco 6pm to 8pm Theme is ‘Christmas’ 
08/12/21 Senior Social  6pm to 9pm Pongakawa Community Hall 
08/12/21 Junior / Jiddle Xmas Party 1pm 
10/12/21 End of Year Assembly 
01/02/22 First day of term 1 2022 

Please note that all events moving forward will be  
subject to Covid19 level status 

Sports and Activities  
 

Touch Rugby Term 4 
Panthers: Year 7/8  v Mt Intermediate Gold Field 2 at 5.00pm on 16/11/21 
Pythons:Year 3/4 v Golden Sands Dolphins Field 4A 4.35pm on 18/11/21 
Pumas: Year 5/6 v Omanu Eagles Field 3  at 4.35pm on 18/11/21 
 

Cricket Term 4 
Pongakawa Strikers Rained off 
Pongakawa Pirates  Had a bye on Saturday 
 

Afterschool Volleyball Action Centre Term 4 
Please be aware that the volleyball games this term will be held half an hour 
earlier than the times posted for the draws so that children are not waiting at 
school for longer times than are necessary.  Please ensure that you collect 
your child as soon as their game finishes. 
 

Waterpolo Years 5 - 8 Term 4 
On Friday night the water polo team played Pap College B. It was a tough 
encounter with the team going down 14-0. This week the team will be play-
ing the Bethlehem College Seals at 6pm. The players will need to be at 
the pool by 5:45pm. 

Community Notices 
DMS Progrowers Limited. Summer work Available.  
Work available vine training kiwifruit vines. School friendly hours.  Pick your 
days.  Weather  dependant.  Get fit.  Training given.  Fun atmosphere.   
Pukehina – Otamarakau area.  Great pay.  Phone Shelly Direct Ph 021 0783149 
Farm Assistant  Manager or Farm Assistant’s role sort with 5 years worth of 
experience preferably in the Pongakawa area as we are a Pongakawa school 
family but anything in the Bay of Plenty region considered.  Contact by text Ph 
027 4644937 

BROAD  BRIMMED  SUNHATS  
Broad brimmed sunhats are compulsory in line 

with our School Policy for Terms 1 and 4.   
Please make ensure your child has one with them 

every day regardless of the weather 

School Pool Keys 
Maintenance is currently underway on the school pool.  The issuing of pool 
keys has been delayed at this stage.  We will advise you when keys become 
available and the cost for this season.  If you still have a key from a previous 
year, please return these asap so that they can be recut for this season. 

Te Puke Community of Learning 
Each year we ask every whānau and student in year 4-8 to complete 
a survey as part of this. It will take about 10 minutes.  
The questions help us collect information about:  
How does your school feel for you – based on your ethnicity?  
The questions ask about your experience in your school. 
If you have children in more than one school in Te Puke, we ask you 
to complete a survey based on each individual school – your  
experiences may be different in each one. If you have several  
children at Pongakawa, you only need to fill in the survey once. 
 
The survey link below can be copy and pasted into the web address  

https://tinyurl.com/kkmauz9z   
A PDF file has also been attached with this newsletter for your  
convenience. 

Water Bottles - Important Reminder 
As previously expressed under level 2 the school water 
fountains cannot be used.  It is therefore important that  
Parents / Caregivers  ensure that ALL students have a water bottle 
with them each and every day.  Our days are getting hotter and  
classes are currently doing athletics every day regardless of the 
weather so a water bottle is a necessity to allow them to rehydrate. 

An Important Reminder 
The  school  day starts  at  8.45 am  NOT 9.00am  

and it is important that all students  are in class at  

this time.   School finishes at 2.55pm. 

Lost Property  
Lost property has exploded yet again so if your child is missing 
some of their wardrobe please ask them to check the baskets at the 
back of the admin office and at the back of the library.  There is also 
a white cupboard in the back of the library full of clothes that all 
came to school with someone’s child.  Lots of water bottles,  
footwear and some watches also. 

A  negative  attitude  often  reflects  a  cluster  of  'stink  thoughts'… 

Negative thoughts tend to move in packs.  Not in ones. Or even twos. But in packs. 

After all, dealing with one negative thought? Or two? Easy. 

But our minds don't tend to work that way. They tend to 'wind themselves up'. Get on a roll. 

Amplify the negative. Make it bigger than it really is.  

Like a feedback loop created by leaving a microphone in front of the speaker, the mind can  

quickly move into a downward spiral. And suddenly there is a sound that is hurting the ears 

and capturing everyone's attention. 

The remedy? Recognise it for what it is. A negative feedback loop. And choose not to indulge 

it.  After all, your negative feelings aren't always true are they? 

I mean, feeling negative or unsafe, doesn't mean things are terrible or you are in danger does 

it? 

Feelings are just echoes from another time. They can tell you nothing about today.  

They are echoes from yesterday. So maybe it is time to remind yourself... 

THAT WAS THEN...THIS IS NOW! 

Then step around those negative feelings, and get on with it. 

Thank You 
A big thank you to those of you in our community who nominated 
the Pongakawa School as the recipient for Affco New Zealand Ltd ‘s 
cash for school programme for the 2021 season. 


