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PLEASE SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 34 Young Road, RD9 

 Te Puke, 3189, New Zealand 

 Phone 07 573 6127 / 573 6247 

 Fax      07 573 9831 

 Email:  Deanna.Morse@seeka.co.nz 

Farm Orchard Tractors and  

Machinery Sales & Service                             
are your local agents for ; 

 

 

TERM DATES 2021 
TERM 1: 02/02/21 - 16/04/21 TERM 2: 03/05/21 - 09/07/21   TERM 3: 26/07/21 - 01/10/21   TERM 4: 18/10/21 - 15/12/21 

Main Road   PO Box 582   Te Puke 3153   New Zealand  
Ph: 07 573 9107  Fax: 07 5736915  

Email:info@rr-tractors.co.nz   Website:  www.rrtractors.co.nz 

   JAMES AND CARLA WILTON 
    Ph: 021 303 620 or (07) 533 4268 

    Email: jcslurryspreading@gmail.com 

If so, call JC SLURRY SPREADING Ltd. 
Servicing Western Bay of Plenty area. Pumping 

and stirring service 
Capable of pumping up to 900 metres from your pond 
“Offering a personal owner/operator service” 

DO YOU NEED YOUR EFFLUENT POND EMPTIED?  

KIWI LAND 

DEVELOPMENTS 

 
 

 

 

BULLDOZING, CONTOURING AND EXCAVATING 

Ph 5333063 or 0274 741589 

Email:  kimmc@xtra.co.nz 



 

07   5734014 
027 3871559 

 Your local registered builder, specialising in extensions, 

renovations   and    new   builds.   Call   Jonn   today   on  

Ph  021 222 4004  or  email  jonn@tektonbuilders.co.nz  

 Day trips available 

Ph Brett 027 4141484 

  

For Irrigation Ponds / Effluent Ponds / Farm Work 
General Drainage / House Sites 

Contact Stan Keane Ph 027 2467397 A/H 07 533 1958 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

School Office:  Phone 533 3731  

Email address: office@pongakawa.school.nz 

Week 3 Term 2 

17th May 2021 

Website 
www.pongakawa.school.nz 

Facebook 

Sickness Reminder 
An important reminder that  the Ministry of Health requests a 48 hour stand 
down period after the last  episode of vomiting or diarrhoea before a 
student can return to school.  
 
If your child is genuinely sick please do not send them to school even 
with a runny nose or sore throat.   
Conditions such as strep throat, cold sores, conjunctivitis  and  
tummy bugs are easily spread amongst students. 
 
The Ministry of Education still requires a medical certificate if a child 
is absent for three or more days sick. 
ALL absences, including a reason must be phoned through to the 
school office on Ph 5333731 before the school day begins. 

Our bank account details for any payments are:     ASB 123407 0007320 00 

Are you missing out on important  
school  messages? 

We wish to advise all families that we  use  this  Skoolbag  app   as   
well  as  our  face  book  page: 
https://www.facebook.com/PongakawaSchoolOfficial/ 
to  help  communicate  and  notify  parents   of  school  closures or activities,   
updates,  newsletters,  cancellations   and   other   very important   community   
messages.   We   ask  any  new  and   existing parents/students to install our Skoolbag 
App. To install it, just search for our school name Pongakawa School in either the Apple 
App Store or Google  Play  Store.   For  Windows  users  search  for  Skoolbag  in  the  
Windows Store and install the app and then find your school.   

Dear Parents and Caregivers 
I hope you have had a wonderful weekend and are getting in plenty of study 
for our upcoming quiz night, it is sure to be lots of fun. 
For the first part of this week I will be in Wellington as I am watching my 
daughter graduate from Victoria University. In my absence Mike Judd will be 
acting in my place and looking after things around here.  
Last week I spent time with our property officer from the Education Ministry 
as we are looking to have some work undertaken on various parts of the 
school. This is to mitigate some issues with weather tightness and the like 
which many schools across New Zealand have been having to deal with.  
I will keep you in the loop as much as I can but it has been a quest I have 
been chasing for as many years as I care to remember so until I see things 
in writing I have to admit I am sceptical as to whether things will happen. 
As you may be aware, although we are not part of the Te Puke roll out of 
the school lunches programme (yet) the Daily Trust has begun to provide a 
number of lunches to schools who are not included. This is a marvellous 
gesture from a local trust genuinely concerned with making a difference for 
all Te Puke people. I have been approached by families who would like to 
be able to sponsor lunches for other children in our school and some who 
would like to pick it up as a paid option for their children. At our most recent 
meeting this matter was discussed and we are hoping to be able to move in 
this direction so watch this space. You may not be in a financial position to 
support this valuable Mahi but may be able to give a little time to assist with 
the making of lunches in Te Puke. Again, if this is something you or a family 
member would like to do please either let me know or contact The Daily 
directly.  
At this time of the year it is not unusual for our staff to pick up illnesses from 
students such is the nature of our job. In this case we will always ensure 
your child’s programme of learning is able to continue. Teacher’s always 
plan extensively and this information is available to the teacher acting in 
their capacity. Covid has meant that doctor’s often indicate a time away 
from school where previously teachers have been known to “soldier” on. 
This is obviously because of the risk (no matter how small) that what they 
have may be the virus. We appreciate your understanding with this. 
Lastly, once again a huge thankyou to all those people involved in the  
preparation for our Annual Quiz Night this Saturday. We appreciate your 
dedication and support of our wonderful school and just know much of what 
we do around here could not happen without your support. 
We look forward to seeing you all at Quiz Night on Saturday night and that a 
lot of work has gone into costumes again this year. 
Yours in teaching 
Craig Haggo 
Principal 

Important Community Information 
Free treatment for skin infections and head lice for Tamariki aged 2 years to 19 
years of age. 
Our local pharmacies in Te Puke can now help your children with free  
treatments for head lice (kutus), scabies, boils, infected bites and school sores 
thanks to funding from the Bay of Plenty District Health Board.  
This new Pharmacy Kiri Ora project is a FREE service with no appointment 
necessary.   Just walk into your pharmacy and consult with the pharmacist to 
see if they can help you with a free skin assessment, treatment advice and the 
medicine you need.  
If your child has scabies or head lice, pharmacists may also be able provide 
free treatment and advice to affected household members to help eliminate 
these conditions. It is important to take care of our skin to keep us healthy.  
➢ My Pharmacy Te Puke, 96 Jellicoe Street, Te Puke  
➢ Life Pharmacy Te Puke, 61 Jellicoe Street, Te Puke  
Other services they provide:  
Sore throat check  
Free throat swabs to eligible 4-year-old to 19-year olds.  
Influenza Vaccinations  
Free to 65 years +  
Free to 6 months to 64-year-old living with chronic conditions  
Measles, Mumps and rubella vaccine (MMR)  
Free to 15-year-old to 30-year olds.  

Quiz Night - 22nd May 2021 
 Team members must be 18+.  There can be no children at this event.   

Doors  open at 6.00pm with the event beginning at 7.00pm  
If someone is looking to sponsor a table only for $150.00 they can email 
pongakawaquiz@gmail.com  .  We are also still seeking donated items for the 
silent auctions.   
 
There will be auctions throughout the evening and a light snack, followed 
by supper.  Please bring cash for games.  Eftpos will be available for bar  
purchases.  The band is “Left Hand Break”.   
 
If you are keen to assist with donating silent auction items or have any 
queries around the event then email the Quiz team  on  email address:   
pongakawaquiz@gmail.com  for assistance. 

The Year 7 Boostrix Education Talk 
Tuesday 18th May 2021 at 1.15pm the WBOP Immunisation Team will be 
holding an Educational Talk about Boostrix with our Year & students.   
Parents/Caregivers are welcome to attend. 

Pink Shirt Day 
This Friday on 21st of May , our school will be having a Pink Shirt Day. 
This will not be a fundraiser but just to raise awareness for   
anti-bullying.  Please make sure to bring any pink or red clothing, tutus 
or bandanas. Pink face paint and pink hair spray is allowed also.  
If you bring or wear  pink on this day you will be gifted a pink shirt day 
sticker. We are all really looking forward to this day and hope you can 
join in the fun.  

And above all else, remember to be kind to each other.  



Please note the 2021 school term dates  
Term 1:  02/02/21 - 16/04/21 
Term 2:  03/05/21 - 09/07/21 
Term 3:  26/07/21 - 01/10/21 
Term 4:  18/10/21 - 15/12/21 

School Representative / Sports Shirts 
We still seem to have missing shirts and jackets from Hockey, 

Touch, AIMS, Group Day etc. If you have any shirts or jackets at 
home please return them to school immediately as they need to 

be reissued. 

Hats are compulsory 
It is school policy for all children to wear a broad brimmed or  
bucket sun hat every day in Terms 1 and 4 at Pongakawa School  to  
protect  children  from  the  harsh ultra-violet rays.  If your child does 
not have  one  or  forgets  to  bring  or  wear  it, they  will  be di-
rected to  play under the trees at the front of the school.   

A  negative  attitude  often  reflects  a  cluster  of  'stink  thoughts'... 
Negative thoughts tend to move in packs.  Not in ones. Or even twos. But in packs. 

After all, dealing with one negative thought? Or two? Easy. 

But our minds don't tend to work that way. They tend to 'wind themselves up'. Get on a roll. 

Amplify the negative. Make it bigger than it really is.  

Like a feedback loop created by leaving a microphone in front of the speaker, the mind can 

quickly move into a downward spiral. And suddenly there is a sound that is hurting the ears 

and capturing everyone's attention. 

The remedy? Recognise it for what it is. A negative feedback loop. And choose not to indulge it. 

After all, your negative feelings aren't always true are they? 

I mean, feeling negative or unsafe, doesn't mean things are terrible or you are in danger does 

it? 

Feelings are just echoes from another time. They can tell you nothing about today. They are 

echoes from yesterday. So maybe it is time to remind yourself... 

THAT WAS THEN...THIS IS NOW! 

Then step around those negative feelings, and get on with it. 

Pause For Thought 

Don’t become preoccupied with your child’s academic ability,  

but instead teach them to sit with those sitting alone. 

Teach them to be kind. 

Teach them  to offer help. 

Teach them to be a friend to the lonely. 

Teach them to encourage others. 

Teach them to think about other people. 

Teach them to share. 

Teach them to look for the good. 

This is how they will change the world. 

RETURN OF CUPS - Please return all end of  
Term cups and trophies to the school  office now  

as they need to be reissued soon. Thank you. 

Strep Throat - Important 
With several cases of strep throat around at present please be aware 
that the symptoms are: vomiting, sore throat or  headache with a tem-
perature.   Please get children tested if symptoms persist as they are 
contagious until 24 hours after  antibiotics have started.   
If left untreated it can cause  rheumatic fever which affects your heart.  If 
you are unsure, and throat pain persists, please see your GP. 

School Pool Keys To be Returned 
ALL pool keys are required to be returned to the school  

office  along with your bank account details  so that your $5.00 
refund can be returned to you. 

 
We still have a large number of keys that have yet to be  

returned.  These keys need to be recut so please return them as 
soon as possible. 

Senior Student Technology Fees 
All senior students do technology during the course of the 
year and the parent contribution towards materials costs is 
$50.00 which is compulsory. 

    
  

Events Coming Up 
18/05/21 Year 7 Education Talk Boostrix Vaccination Team 1.15pm  
  (15mins) Parents/Caregivers welcome to attend in Senior Block 
21/05/21 Amazing Race Year 5/6 and Year 7/8’s Memorial Park Tauranga 

21/05/21 Pink Shirt Day 
22/05/21 Quiz Night Doors open from 6.00pm. Quiz begins 7.00pm 
31/05/21  BOT Meeting ( note change of date) 
02/06/21 School Cross Country Years 1-8 
07/06/21 Queens Birthday Public holiday 
08/06/21 Author Des Hunt at school for Years 5 to 8 
09/06/21 Cross Country Cluster Years 4/8 here at Pongakawa School 
23/06/21 WBOP Cross Country Years 4-8 
28/06/21 BOT Meeting 
29/06/21 BOP Cross Country Years 4-8 
08/07/21 End of term Assembly 1.30pm. Last day of term 2 (Thursday) 
26/07/21 First day back Term 3 
23/08/21 Photolife Class photos 
08/09/21       to  10/09/21  Middles Camp at Tui Ridge 

Parkour Term 2 
Each Thursday from 3,00pm until 4pm in the Pongakawa Action Centre will need 
further students to sign up with Te Puke Gymsport for sessions in term 2 to go 
ahead. Register and pay direct to Te Puke Gymsport. $100.00 per person for 8 
weeks. All abilities welcome! For more information on how to register phone 07 
573 4572 or email office@tepukegymsport.co.nz or www.tepukegymsport.co.nz/
other-programmes 

After school Gymnastics  Parent Paid classes.  Term 2 start date to be 

confirmed by Te Puke Gymsport.  Afterschool  gymnastics runs for six weeks . 
The cost is $80.00 per student. If you have not already paid then please do so 
now either online with the bank account details in this newsletter or directly with 
the office. 
Piano lessons with Souly Music are held on Tuesday/Wednesday each Term 
at Pongakawa School. Contact Naomi Hanson direct from Souly Music  Phone 
027 4952390 email:nhanson97@gmail.com 
Guitar/Ukulele  Parent paid classes. Lessons are 30 minutes $16.50 for   
Ukulele  or  $18.50 for guitar in small group tuition sessions.  Contact Wayne 
Mortenson for more information on Term 2 lesson availability with Musiqhub’s 
new guitar  instructor, Sandro or to book lessons 
1.Our contact page-(preferred)   www.musiqhub-bop.co.nz/contact 
2.Ph/TXT027 271 7685 (please include school, year & email  address) 
3.Email:wayne.mortensen@musiqhub.co.nz 
Ukulele is an easy instrument to learn from Year 2 upwards. 

Term 2 2021 Activities 

Sports and Activities  
Netball Year 1 - 6 

Pongakawa 8’s Had a massive day with 5 grading games.  With two wins under their 
belt they played:  Mako 5 - 1 / Papamoa College 11 - 1 / TIS Year 8 Shooters 9 -  3 / 
Te Ranga 11 -  7 and Papmoa College 6 -  4 

Hockey Season 
Please ensure that fees are paid now if you have not already done so 

Slick Sticks Two grading games.  A 1 - 1 all draw against Mount  Maunganui  
Intermediate and a 4 - 0 loss to Tauranga Intermediate. 
Pongakawa White Year 7/8  Two grading games were both losses against Mount 
Maunganui Intermediate Silver 2 - 0 and TPI Red 4 - 0. 
Speedy Sticks Year 3/4/5  A great first game.  The kids learnt a lot despite it being a 
loss for Pongakawa.  Player of the day was Alexis Gordon 
 
Please ensure that your child has everything that they need for their training and 
games.  Mouth guards are available to purchase at the office for $6.00 if needed. 

Term 2 After School Gymnastics delay in starting date 
Term 2 gymnastics which was to begin in week 2 has been delayed due to  
availability of a gym coach.  The start date is likely to be later in May.  The school is 
currently awaiting confirmation from Te Puke Gymsport  Cost per student is $80.00 for 
6 weeks.   

Parkour Term 2 
Each Thursday began last Thursday and runs until 1st July 2021 from 3,00pm  until  
4pm in the Pongakawa Action Centre. Further students are welcomed.  Contact Te 
Puke Gymsport for details. Register and pay direct to Te Puke Gymsport. $100.00 per  
person for 8 weeks. All abilities welcome!  
For more information on how to register phone 07 573 4572 or email  
office@tepukegymsport.co.nz or www.tepukegymsport.co.nz/other-programmes 

Basketball Year 7/8 
A reminder that the first game for Year 7/8 Basketball is this afternoon, 17th May 21 at 
5.50 pm on Court 6 ASB Baypark Arena.  Please be at the court by 5.30pm.  Mouth 
guards  are COMPULSORY.   Some spares will  be available if needed. Students 
will  also need  to remember t o have their black  shorts, water bottle, shoes for 
this game.  Shirts will be provided.  

PLEASE PAY ALL SPORTS ACTIVITIES NOW  AS WE  
HAVE A NO PAY NO PLAY POLICY 

Community Notices 
Te Puke Squash Club Pink Ribbon Breakfast.  Sunday 30th May 2021 at the Te 
Puke Squash Club, Landscape Road Te Puke and Te Ara Kahikatea  
Pathway.  Walk starts at 9am. Breakfast at 10am.  Cost $20.00 per person.  The 
walk is 4klms long around the Te Ara Kahikatea Pathway.  Please wear PINK!  
Limited tickets available.  Phone or text Jenny Ph 0275880983  Help fund breast 
cancer research, education and patient support. 
Pitt Bike for Sale 1500CC Text 027 8912 808 for full details.  
Wanted House to Rent 2-3 bedrooms preferably fenced in the Pongakawa,  
Paengaroa, Pukehina area.  Phone Debbie Cortesi Ph 021 947587 

 

Fi's Wannab es Costume Hire 
Are you looking for that special something for the  

“Welcome to the jungle” themed Quiz Night? 
Give Fiona a call and choose that perfect outfit. 

Ph. 5333896 / 0274233354 or visit our website www.fiswannabes.co.nz  
Please support our local businesses who support our school 

Girls Tackle Rugby - Winter 10s 
Junior Girls 10’s  is a tackle rugby program for girls to learn and experience rugby in a 
safe and supportive environment hosted by Bay of Plenty Rugby Union at Blake Park.   
Open to Year 3/4/5/6/7/8 Girls.  Tuesday afternoons from 4pm to 5.30pm. 
1st June - skills and drills run by Volcanix, Steamers, Toa, and Black Ferns 
8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th June and 6th July.  Cost is $75+ gst per team.  Players who sign 
up individually will be charged a flat fee of $10.00 per person.   
Entries close 20th May 2021.   
Ph 075742046 or www.boprugby.co.nz for full details. 

BOP Junior Schools Rock Climbing Competition Results 
The Junior Rock Climbing competition held last Friday at Rocktopia in 
Mount Maunganui was a hit with all of the students who represented 
Pongakawa School.  The following students had placings in Year 1 to 3 
Junior Boys section. 

Brodie Ripo - 2nd  
Archer Graham - 3rd  

Lost Property 
The office is holding several watches that have been found.   
If your child has lost one please contact the office.  

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
Sporting Codes Fees 

It would be appreciated if ALL sports and activities fees could be paid 
NOW. Payments can be made online to the bank account at the bottom of 
this page or direct with the office.   

Senior Technology  Fee  
A Technology Fee of $50.00 needs to be paid by each Senior student. 
This is a compulsory fee  which assists us to pay for the resources used 
to teach each of the senior technology classes. Before a student can take 
their finalised projects home, this fee must be paid for on their school 
account. 

 Year 5/6 and 7/8 Camp Fees 
Thank you to those families who are making regular payments towards 
their child/ren’s camp fees.  If you have not already paid your child’s  
camp  deposit,  please make arrangements to do so now. 


