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NEWSLETTER

PLEASE SUPPORT THE LOCAL BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL

Email:info@rr-tractors.co.nz  Website: www.rrtractors.co.nz

http://www.pongakawa.school.nz
mailto:info@rr-tractors.co.nz


Many thanks to our  Rural Delivery Contractors:
Danny & Dianne Cox R D 6 Delivery. For always supporting 
our School.
 

Your local registered builder, specialising in extensions,
renovations   and   new   builds.    Call  Jonn  today  on
Ph 021 222 4004  or  email  jonn@tektonbuilders.co.nz

Day   Trips   Available
Phone Brett 0274141484



Dear Parents and Caregivers
I hope you and your whanau are all well and still coping with the 
lockdown measures we have in place to protect ourselves from 
the terrible virus Covid-19.
Today we have learnt that as we wake up on Tuesday morning 
28th April we will have moved to alert level 3. As a part of this it 
has been mandated that schools will open on a limited basis to 
enable essential workers and some others to send their children 
to school should they need to. The advice remains from the 
government, however, that if you can keep your children at 
home then you should do so, and that this is the safest option.

In the next day or so all parents will receive a request to 
answer a couple of questions.  The first is:

1. Are you intending to send your child back to school 
on 29th April? Yes or No.
The second is only if you answer yes and will be: 

2. Reason for sending your child.

I believe it is important to let you know the details of how 
schools will look as Ministry guidelines mean Pongakawa (and all 
schools) will operate in a very different way to normal to ensure 
safety for everyone. 

Below I have outlined these.
● Students attending will be placed in an age group 

bubble. They cannot mix with children in another bubble 
during the day.

● When inside all people must be at least a metre apart 
and outside two metres from each other.

● You will be given an arrival and pick up time for your 
children. You must be prompt and children cannot stay 
after school or arrive early. Times will be staggered for 
each age group.

● You must drop your children at the gate. We will be 
there to meet them. Parents cannot come on site to 
drop off or pick up. Phone the office if you need to 
rather than coming on site.

● Your child will be in the same room and the same seat 
each day. They cannot change or move. Shoes will 
remain outside. Most classroom equipment will not be 
available to use.

● Break and lunchtimes will be staggered to avoid bubbles 
mixing.

● Students will be directed to a play area but cannot use 
the adventure playground, sandpit etc. Further to this, 
outside the class; students must maintain a two metre 
gap and cannot play any game which would involve the 
sharing of equipment - bats and balls, etc. 

● Students will continue their online learning programme 
while at school in the same way as students still at 
home.

● Sanitizer etc will be onsite and some teachers may 
choose to wear masks and gloves.

● Not all staff will be returning at this time so students 
should not expect to be with their class teacher.

● The canteen will not be operating.

● If a child is sick or we feel they are sick they will 
need to stay at home or be picked up as soon as 
possible from school.

At this stage I am unable to confirm whether buses will run 
in any form.  Frankly, as we have other schools on them as 
well as our own students I believe it is not a safe method of 
transport at this time due to the risk of transmission. 
I will let you know about this as soon as a decision is made. 
As you can see, although schools have been asked to open, 
it will be a very structured and strict day for children which I 
am sure is why many of you will make the decision to 
continue with home learning. As a Dad myself I think this is 
the decision I would make too at this time. 
We will look after any children with aroha and care such is 
the hallmark of Pongakawa but I think if you have another 
option you should stick with this as the Prime Minister has 
asked. We will beat this and our lovely Pongakawa kids will 
be able to come back to the school they all know.
Please make sure you respond promptly to the questions 
when they arrive on Dojo or Seesaw as this will make our 
planning so much easier in what are very uncharted waters 
for us.  Thanks so much for your support.  Kind regards
Craig Haggo
Principal

Week 2 Term 2
21st April 2020

Website
www.pongakawa.school.nz

School Office Phone: 07 5333 731
Email address:office@pongakawa.school.nz

Online Learning - IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Whilst most students have embraced the online learning that 
has been provided since school closed, there are some students 
who need to make contact with their teachers who can assist 
with this. There is a mix of online lessons and activities that 
your child can do in and around home. These lessons have 
been set through an online learning management system. This 
is Class Dojo for the Juniors and the Jiddles and Seesaw for 
Middles and Seniors. If you are not connected to either of these 
platforms already please email your child’s classroom teacher 
for instructions on how to connect. Children are given activities 
to work through. They will be able to touch base with their 
teacher. As class rolls are marked daily as students log in we 
ask that parents let teachers know if you are making alternative 
arrangements or if they are not logging on if they are sick etc
Bronwyn Clarke Rm 6 bron@pongakawa.school.nz 
Corrina Dibley Rm 1 corrinad@pongakawa.school.nz 
Emily Fitzgerald Rm 17 emilyf@pongakawa.school.nz 
Gail Wood Keating Rm 5 gailw@pongakawa.school.nz 
Hamish Avery Rm 7 hamisha@pongakawa.school.nz 
Hayley Paterson Rm 18 hayleyp@pongakawa.school.nz
Jaz Reid Rm 10 jazminr@pongakawa.school.nz
Joseph Thomas Rm 9 joet@pongakawa.school.nz 
Julie Dobbe Rm 15 julied@pongakawa.school.nz 
Kirsten Pooley Rm 8 kirstenp@pongakawa.school.nz 
Nicole Mills Rm 11 nicolem@pongakawa.school.nz 
Raewyn Casey Rm 16 raewync@pongakawa.school.nz 
Steph Jenkins Rm 3 stephj@pongakawa.school.nz 
Theo Evans Rm 2 theoe@pongakawa.school.nz 
Mike Judd Deputy mikej@pongakawa.school.nz
Kim Jensen Special Learning Coord:kimj@pongakawa.school.nz

Community Notice
HEB have advised that they will be back working around the 
railway line on Pongakawa School Road from 28th April 2020. 
No road closure at this stage but they wlil advise us when they 
have to reduce lanes to do work.  Please reduce speed and 
watch out for their workers for your safety and theirs.
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