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NEWSLETTER

PLEASE SUPPORT THE LOCAL BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL

Email:info@rr-tractors.co.nz  Website: www.rrtractors.co.nz

http://www.pongakawa.school.nz
mailto:info@rr-tractors.co.nz


Many thanks to our  Rural Delivery Contractors:
Danny & Dianne Cox R D 6 Delivery. For always supporting 
our School.
 

Your local registered builder, specialising in extensions,
renovations   and   new   builds.    Call  Jonn  today  on
Ph 021 222 4004  or  email  jonn@tektonbuilders.co.nz

Day   Trips   Available
Phone Brett 0274141484



Dear Parents and Caregivers
Welcome to level 3. It is only a small step back to some 
normality but it is slightly less of a constriction. 
This week we have a very small number of students who 
have returned to school but the vast majority of you have 
made the decision to continue with the distance learning 
option.
As part of our ministry requirements we continue to keep a 
roll of attendance for students even though they may be at 
home. You may be wondering how this might be done or how 
we would decide. In short the measure is the students 
ongoing and regular interaction (taking part) with the 
distance learning work. If your child is submitting regular 
pieces for marking, is tuning in to zoom workshops etc then 
they are marked as having engagement. Where this is not 
happening we need to note this also. For a few families who 
have no internet access we have provided alternative learning 
packs and we do of course take this into account. 
It is important your child continues their learning at home in 
so far as this does not become stressful for you as the parent 
or for your child. Teachers are providing ongoing work for 
students but the pace of this will differ from child to child and 
family to family and we understand this. Do keep in contact 
with the teacher if you have worries or need help, they are 
only too happy to discuss things with you.
Over the coming week I hope to provide you with more detail 
around what a move to level 2 would look like for us. At this 
stage detail from the Ministry is a little light but I have no 
doubt they will shortly provide a greater level of information 
which will enable me to tell you just what the guidelines are.
Have a fantastic week, stay safe.
Yours in teaching
Craig Haggo
Principal

Message from our Board of Trustees
Hi all
Congratulations to all for getting through level 4 
lockdown.  I know that everyone will have experienced 
the last four weeks very differently.  For some it may 
have been restful, for others stressful, for others boring, 
for others business as usual and then anything else in 
between.  One thing is for certain, it is a period of our 
lives we will never forget, so I do hope that, amongst it 
all, you were able to find the time to treasure special 
moments with your bubble.   

During this unprecedented time, Craig Haggo has had a 
significant milestone of being our school principal for 20 
years.  It is an unusual anniversary given the lockdown 
situation and a new and complex set of circumstances for 
Craig to lead the school through - making it memorable 
in a unique way.  As a board and school, I’d like to 
extend our congratulations, thanks and appreciation to 
Craig for his service over the last 20 years.

At our board meeting last week, Craig lead us through 
the plans and procedures in place for level 3.  For most 
families, children will remain at home.  For the few 
returning to school, the board have been assured every 
possible measure is in place to care for the health and 
safety and mitigate risk of covid19 for those on school 
property during this time.

Many thanks to both the leadership and staff for helping 
support all of us through home schooling in level 4 & 3 
and in particular for your work and creativity in this new 
online schooling environment.  I’m sure I speak for many 
here when I say that I have an even greater appreciation 
for the work and care of a teacher!

In isolation together
Kylie DellaBarca Steel
Board Chair
 

Week 3 Term 2
29th April 2020
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Community Notice
HEB have advised that they will be back working around the 
railway line on Pongakawa School Road from yesterday the 
28th April 2020. No road closure at this stage but they will 
advise us when they have to reduce lanes to do work.  Please 
reduce speed and watch out for their workers for your safety 
and theirs.

Our junior 
students will be 
pleased that 
work is now able 
to progress on 
the area around 
the junior 
playground and 
where the dental 
van is parked.  
The completion 
of this work will 
make a big 
difference and 
allow access to 
the sandpit 
again. 

If you have any postal needs i.e. courier bags, stamps, 
outgoing post, please contact our local rural mail delivery 
service directly for assistance. Ph 027 6194502.


