
 

ENTER TO LEARN - GO FORTH TO SERVE 

Kuhu mai ki te ako - haere ki te awhi 

NEWSLETTER 

PRINCIPAL:  Craig Haggo 
B.O.T. CHAIRPERSON:  Brigid Crawford 

Phone:  533 3811 

Old Coach Road 
R D 6  Te Puke 3186 
Phone (07) 533 3731  
Fax     (07)  533 3521 
Email  office@pongakawa.school.nz 

Website:  www.pongakawa.school.nz 

JR Bui lding sp ec ia l is e  in  FARM  BUILDIN GS I NF RASTRUCTURE  
20  years  ex perience servic ing  the  Bay  

► Farm Buildings infrastructure: hay barns, pole sheds, silage    

  bunkers, calf sheds and more…. 

► Specialist in all fencing:  including decks  and security fencing  

► Orchard Development        ►  Artificial shelter  

PLEASE SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 6 Queen Street 

 PO Box 47, Te Puke, New Zealand 

 Phone 07 573 6127 / 573 6247 

 Fax      07 573 9831 

 Email:  info@seeka.co.nz 

  

Farm Orchard Tractors and  

Machinery Sales & Service                             

 

are your local agents 

for ; 

Main Road    PO Box 582    Te Puke   3153   New Zea-

land 

TERM DATES 2016   Term 1: 2/2/16 - 15/4/16 Term 2: 2/5/16 - 8/7/16  Term 3:  25/7/16 - 23/9/16  Term 4:  10/10/16 - 16/12/16 

Contact Justin Robertson  

M:  021 792 460 
E: justinroamnz@hotmail.com   
W: www.ministryofdafence.co.nz 

 

COMPUTER 

SALES & REPAIRS 

GILCOM LTD 

Contact Grant Gilbert - 022-5733947 

 New PC’s  Laptops 

 Networking  Printers 

WE REPAIR ALL MAKES & MODELS OF PCs 

mailto:justinroamnz@hotmail.com


 

BP Pongakawa 

SERVICE STATION 

 

State Highway 2,    R D 6    Pongakawa         

Phone (07) 533 4155 

PETROL - MILK - BREAD - GROCERIES  

ICECREAMS - PIES AND MUCH MORE 

TE PUKE VETERINARY CENTRE 

 

Your friendly 
Caring Team 

 

Comprehensive medical & 

surgical service for farm & 

companion animals 

Ph (07) 573 7606 

KIWI LAND 

DEVELOPMENTS 

 

 

 

 
BULLDOZING, CONTOURING AND EXCAVATING 

Ph 5333063 or 0274 741589 

Email:  kimmc@xtra.co.nz 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL 

     David Reid 

      P: 07 533 3668 
     M: 027 2533 454 
     E: reidyburger@slingshot.co.nz 
     A: 1963 Old Coach Rd, RD6,          
    Te Puke 

 

Build it - Fix it - 
Move it! 

*Onsite engineering &                                  
  welding. 
*12 tonne bulldozer &  
  operator for hire. 
*Competitive Rates 
 

Ph Rod 027 8918440 or 
               07 5336066 

*Agricultural work 
*Farm races & tracks 
*Contouring 
*Plant & Machinery       
 repairs/modifications 
*30 years experience 
*Quality workmanship  

FARM   BIKE  
SERVICING 

 

 REPAIRS / MAINTENANCE 
 QUADS / TRAIL BIKES 

                       BEACH BIKES / 2-WHEELERS 

 

Ph:  573 4038 
 

Mike & Shelly Priebe 
M & M Contractors - Next to R & R Tractors 

 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL & PERSONALISED 
PROPERTY SPECIALISTS 

 
   

136 Pukehina Parade 
Pukehina Beach, R D 9, Te Puke 

PH: 07 2811324 or Mob: 021 0467065 
Email: Shelley@beachrentals.net.nz 

 Managing Holiday & Long Term Rentals 

 Covering all areas from Matata to Te Puke 

See our website at: www.beachrentals.net.nz 

 

TIP 2 TOE 

    BEAUTY 

Wendy 

         1668 Old Coach Road, Pukehina 
                           (cnr of Pukehina Station Rd & Old Coach Rd) 

0275 593 693   By Appointment Only 



 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 
You  may  have  read,  watched  or  heard  about  an  initiative  the  
Ministry of Education on behalf of the government has been  
developing and promoting across New Zealand called Communities 
of  Learning.  This  has  been  a  concept   that  has  been  met  with  
varying  degrees  of  support  by   those  in  schools  as  it   involved  
hundreds of millions of dollars  and many were worried about 
whether this was the right idea and the correct use of the funding.  
Teachers Unions and the School Trustees Associations along with 
other groups have spent time debating this topic and working 
through ways in which the government’s concept could be 
“workable” in a school sense. It would be fair to say the range of 
views  is  still  fairly  wide  and  I  have  no  doubt healthy debate will  
continue.   
Last week our Board along with most of the other Te Puke rural 
Boards   of  Trustees  met  with  Ezra  Schuster  the  Bay  of   Plenty  
Ministry of Education Regional Director as a group to hear how he 
saw the impact of Communities of Learning and to discuss options 
for our area. The key component centres on providing a pathway for 
students from early learning through to the end of High School and 
beyond. It is about schools working together alongside whanau, the 
wider community and other sector groups to develop that direction 
and to ensure success for all our students. For Pongakawa this is 
not  new  and  we  have  worked  hard  through  our  ‘Second Home’  
philosophy to make this a hallmark of our school. For some this is 
new   thinking   and   the  thought   of   working  closely   with   their  
neighbours   will   take  some   time   to  get   to  grips   with.  
At   this   stage  our  Board  will  look  to  discuss  more  fully  Ezra’s  
information   and   the  possible   options   for   Pongakawa  and   its  
students and this is something we will involve you in fully over the 
coming months. Just what a Community of Learning will look like for 
the Te Puke area is something all schools will need to think about. 
The Town schools have completed some initial work but there is still 
lots to be done before any of the schools would gain Ministry ap-
proval  –  and  that  is  supposing  we  all  apply.  Brigid  our  BOT  
Chairperson and myself will keep you in the loop and provide you 
with greater detail as it comes to hand. 
Our classes are really settled and working hard which is fantastic for 
such an early part of the year. I am really impressed and excited by 
the  way  students  have  begun  the  term  and  the  way  they  are  
thinking about their learning. As we did last year we have a large 
group of five year olds entering the school over the coming months 
and this is a real vote of confidence in the way we prepare children 
for  the  years  of  education  they  will  face.  It  will  present  some  
challenges as we will need to be mindful of class numbers as our 
commitment  is  always  to  keep these at as lower level as possible.  
If we add to this the major building work we hope to begin later this 
year  then  juggling  room  spaces  will  really  keep  me  thinking.  
I am sure with Education Ministry help we will get it all sorted with 
as little disruption as possible. 
Have an awesome week. 
 
Yours in teaching 
Craig Haggo 
Principal 

SUNHATS are compulsory in line with our School  

Policy. Please make sure your child has one everyday. 

Our bank account details for any payments are:     ASB 123407 0007320 00  

School Office:  Phone 533 3731  
Email address:  office@pongakawa.school.nz 

Week 3 Term 1 
15th February 2016 

Website 
www.pongakawa.school.nz 

Payments Due Now  

School Donation and Annual Fees 
     DONATION (voluntary) $65 one child $95 for two           
     $120 three or more children. 
     Yr 7 & 8 TECH FEES   $50    
     NB: Tech fees  are a compulsory fee. 

Pongakawa Playcentre 
Open Tuesday & Thursday 

9.30am - 12pm for ages 0 - 6.   
Ph 5333250 during session times.   

Come and join the fun! 
We have  lots  of  exciting  things  to keep your child entertained. 
An awesome  bike track, a  sandpit with  a water wall and lots of 
diggers. We have swings, slides, climbing frames, painting, 
playdough, puzzles, music and more! Bring along some nut free 
morning tea and a change of clothes for your child, and come 
and see us. First three visits free! 

PTA NEWS 
A reminder about the PTA Wine & Cheese Social Evening  
tonight at 7pm in Staffroom with Craig talking about what will 
be happening around the school this year. 
 
This is a social evening to kick-start the year and I would  
like to encourage you all to attend and try to bring along  
someone new. 

Congratulations to the Pongakawa Photography Club  
and  Ms Bonsor who received the SUPREME photography cup at 
the World famous in TE PUKE, Te Puke A & P show.  
Well done to all those who entered.  

The AWARD winners were: 
Emma Russell - 1st Manipulated, 3rd Capturing New Zealand. 
Ruby Neverman - 2nd Colour Open. 
Mia Clarke - 1st Kiwi Fruit Theme Black and White 
Dale Horton - 2nd Manipulated 
Ruby Mae Burt - 2nd Black and White. 
Zalia Dykes - 3rd Colour Open. 
Ms Bonkers - 1st Capturing New Zealand 
  2nd Capturing New Zealand 

Life Education - 7th to 15th March 2016 
Please ensure all fees are paid as soon as possible 
Life Education Fees  
Year 0-Year 6 $5.50 incl gst 
Year 7/8 $6.50 incl gst 

Pongakawa Press 
Are you interested in advertising in our Pongakawa Press? 
This is distributed to RD6 & RD9 addresses four times a 
year. A large ad on a class page costs $200.00 + gst. 

Pongakawa School 125 years Reunion  

February 2017 
Calling all ex pupils and past staff, BOT and PTA members of 

Pongakawa School. Book in the weekend of February 24th, 25th 

& 27th 2017 as this this is when we plan to hold the 125 year 

reunion and celebration. 

If you are interested in having your ideas put forward for this 

significant occasion or wish to be part of the planning and  

organising group, please email Frances Patete.  

Email: franp@pongakawa.school.nz 



 
EVENTS COMING UP 

15/2/16  PTA Wine & Cheese 7pm 
07/3/16  to 15/3/16 Life Education  
13/3/16  Top School 
16/03/16  Duathlon (During class time) 
18/3/16  Jiddle Swim Sports 
24/3/16  Junior Swim Sports 
25/03/16  Good Friday 
28/3/16  Easter Monday 
29/3/16  Easter Tuesday 

S P O R T S   NOTICES/RESULTS 

Has your child started a sport?  
If so, please make  necessary changes to their bus ride today! 
Please return any sporting uniforms you may have from 2015. 

For more information on sports please contact the office. 
Waterpolo: Grading night and three wins from three games.  
Excellent team work and well done to all players for top efforts. 
Game next Friday to be notified. 
Cricket: A loss to Papamoa but some excellent work in the field. 
Liam, two wickets and great fielding while Joel’s bowling was on 
the mark. Our batting needs work but top effort by Joel and  
Noah to score 62 between them. POD: Liam and Joel. 
Game this week at Pongakawa. Please be at school by 8.45am. 
A special thanks to parents for your fabulous help; especially 
George and Andre who supported this new team so expertly. 
 
Parkour: Begins Thursday 25th. Your child will eat lunch and then 
go straight to the Action Centre. 
Cost $30.00 so please register your interest NOW. 
Monday Gym: After school gym began today. Please ensure you 
let the office know about changes to buses. 
Volleyball: Begins next Friday. Please ensure you register before 
Wednesday. Last chance to join this activity. Remember the 
kitchen will be open for treats after the game. 
Cost $10.00 each, suitable Years 3-8 
 

Absences & Bus Changes 
Thank you to the many parents who inform us of your child/ren 
being absent.  The Ministry of Education requires that a reason 
always be given for absences ie. Sickness, Doctors/dentist/hospital 
appointments, etc.  If no reason is given then we in the office are 
required to mark the child as explained but unjustified and if we 
cannot contact you then they are marked as truant.   
When you leave a message can you please also leave the reason 
why your child is unable to attend, thank you. 
 

All absences and bus messages must be phoned  
through to the school office on Ph 5333731.   

Please have any bus changes in before 2.00pm. 

Term 1 Activities  
2016 

GYMNASTICS - Begins today for 6 weeks   
3.15 - 4.15pm 4 years + up Cost $65.00 
 
ADULT VOLLEYBALL - Unless there are 8 teams entered by 
this Wednesday, Adult volleyball will be cancelled for this 
term. $130 per team. 
 
GILLIAN MOORE SCHOOL OF DANCE - Wednesdays 
Contact Hannah 022 047 3317 to enrol for Term 1 2016 or email 
gmoreschoolofdance@xtra.co.nz  
 
SQUASH COACHING  with Graeme Randolph 
For students in years 5,6,7,8 only.  9am - 3pm   
Cost $70 for 8 weeks.  Payments direct to Graeme: 
G R Squash bank account; 030626 0619905 000. 
 
SQUASH COURT MEMBERSHIP  
Please make sure you have updated your annual subscription fees 
for squash cards, if not updating please return your card. 

We are selling stationery packs from school this year and prices which are 

Extra Curricular Activities available Term 1 
Drum Lessons:  Call  Jed on 0220378620 or 07 5441062 now to  
secure a place.  Costs between $15-$23 for group/paired/
individual lessons. see the website www.ignitemusic.co.nz for more 
info. or call  today. 
Drama Lessons  
1.30pm  $60 for 1 child or $110 for 2 children for 10 weeks of           
lessons. 
Contact Helen Dewhirst  Tel - 5331-874 or 027-202-83-22 
email- helen.dewhirst@xtra.co.nz 
MUSIC LESSONS - (Guitar, Singing and Ukelele) Thursday 
If your child would like to learn an instrument, please contact Joe on 
022 3729241 or  email joseph.tamihana@musiqhub.co.nz. 
Lessons cost $13 for Ukelele or $17 for Guitar. 
Piano Lessons:  Fi's Keys offers fun, inspiring, weekly lessons. 
These operate Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday mornings between 
8.30 and 12.20pm. Limited spaces available, get in quick.   
Contact fi@quist.ca  or 021 051 1891  or for more information see  
www.fiskeys.co.nz. 
Gillian Moore Dancing - Hanna Robson 0220473317 
Dance classes began 10th February for 9 weeks as  follows: 
3.15 - 4.00pm - Junior Jazz (ages 5-8) 
4.00 - 4.45pm - street Jazz (ages 8) 

Community / School Notices  
Baby sitter required for two lovely boys aged 6 & 4 between  
approx. 7.30am -1.00pm every Saturday for four weeks, then off for 
four weeks and then every Saturday for four weeks. Prefer that they 
be cared  for in their own home at Paengaroa but can deliver to 
someone else’s place if more convenient.  
Please phone  Lorraine 5718654. 
 

Te Puke Tai Mitchell Primary Schools Rugby Reunion  AGM 2016 
Otamarakau, Pongakawa, Pukehina, Maketu, Rangiuru,  Te Matai, 
Te Puke Primary, Te Puke Intermediate,  Te Ranga, Papamoa Col-
lege, Tahatai Coast School, Fairhaven. Representatives &  
community members from above schools are invited. 

Venue: Molly O’Connor’s Te Puke 
When: Friday 11th March. Refreshments 4.00pm & AGM 4.30pm 

Lost Property 
Pool Key #95 has been lost. If you have picked it up at the pool, 
please return it to the school office. 
Several pairs of swimming goggles and a Kathmandu combination 
lock have been handed to the school office. 

 

Hamilton Boys’ High School’s Boarding Hostel Open Day 

Thursday 10th March 2016 10am—2.00pm 

34 Argyle Street, Hamilton. 

Have  you  considered  ‘Argyle  House’  for  your  son’s  future  

educational,  cultural  and  sporting  opportunities?  

Year 9 - Year 13 Boys. Enquiries direct to Mr Murray McKenzie 

(Head of Boarding) at argyle@hbhs.school.nz or  

visit our website: www.hbhs.school.nz for more details. 

Top School Raffles 
 
Please ensure that all Top School Raffle books are sold as 
soon as possible and returned with the correct money  
to the school office. 
We still have some more books available to sell if anyone 
would like some. 

mailto:gmoreschoolofdance@xtra.co.nz
http://www.ignitemusic.co.nz/
mailto:helen.dewhirst@xtra.co.nz
mailto:fi@quist.ca

