
 

ENTER TO LEARN - GO FORTH TO SERVE 

Kuhu mai ki te ako - haere ki te awhi 

NEWSLETTER 

PRINCIPAL:  Craig Haggo 
B.O.T. CHAIRPERSON:  Brigid Crawford 

Phone:  533 3811 

Old Coach Road 
R D 6  Te Puke 3186 
Phone (07) 533 3731  
Fax     (07)  533 3521 
Email  office@pongakawa.school.nz 

Website:  www.pongakawa.school.nz 

JR Bui lding sp ec ia l is e  in  FARM  BUILDIN GS I NF RASTRUCTURE  
20  years  ex perience servic ing  the  Bay  

► Farm Buildings infrastructure: hay barns, pole sheds, silage    

  bunkers, calf sheds and more…. 

► Specialist in all fencing:  including decks  and security fencing  

► Orchard Development        ►  Artificial shelter  

PLEASE SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 6 Queen Street 

 PO Box 47, Te Puke, New Zealand 

 Phone 07 573 6127 / 573 6247 

 Fax      07 573 9831 

 Email:  info@seeka.co.nz 

  

Farm Orchard Tractors and  

Machinery Sales & Service                             

 

are your local agents for ; 

Main Road    PO Box 582    Te Puke   3153   New Zealand 
 

Ph: 07 573 9107  Fax: 07 5736915  

Email:info@rr-tractors.co.nz     Website:  www.rrtractors.co.nz 

TERM DATES 2016   Term 1: 2/2/16 - 15/4/16 Term 2: 2/5/16 - 8/7/16  Term 3:  25/7/16 - 23/9/16  Term 4:  10/10/16 - 16/12/16 

Contact Justin Robertson  

M:  021 792 460 
E: justinroamnz@hotmail.com   
W: www.ministryofdafence.co.nz 

mailto:justinroamnz@hotmail.com


 
BP Pongakawa 

SERVICE STATION 

 

State Highway 2,    R D 6    Pongakawa         

Phone (07) 533 4155 

PETROL - MILK - BREAD - GROCERIES  

ICECREAMS - PIES AND MUCH MORE 

TE PUKE VETERINARY CENTRE 

 

Your friendly 
Caring Team 

 

Comprehensive medical & 

surgical service for farm & 

companion animals 

Ph (07) 573 7606 

KIWI LAND 

DEVELOPMENTS 

 

 

 

 
BULLDOZING, CONTOURING AND EXCAVATING 

Ph 5333063 or 0274 741589 

Email:  kimmc@xtra.co.nz 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL 

     David Reid 

      P: 07 533 3668 
     M: 027 2533 454 
     E: reidyburger@slingshot.co.nz 
     A: 1963 Old Coach Rd, RD6,          
    Te Puke 

 

Build it - Fix it - 
Move it! 

*Onsite engineering &                                  
  welding. 
*12 tonne bulldozer &  
  operator for hire. 
*Competitive Rates 
 

Ph Rod 027 8918440 or 
               07 5336066 

*Agricultural work 
*Farm races & tracks 
*Contouring 
*Plant & Machinery       
 repairs/modifications 
*30 years experience 
*Quality workmanship  

 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL & PERSONALISED 
PROPERTY SPECIALISTS 

 
   

136 Pukehina Parade 
Pukehina Beach, R D 9, Te Puke 

PH: 07 2811324 or Mob: 021 0467065 
Email: Shelley@beachrentals.net.nz 

 Managing Holiday & Long Term Rentals 

 Covering all areas from Matata to Te Puke 

See our website at: www.beachrentals.net.nz 

Eye brow shaping 

Eye brow tinting 

Eye lash tinting 

All Waxing 

Facials 

Manicures &  

Pedicures 

 

 

Ph or Txt Wendy 

On 0275 593 693   

By Appointment 

Only 

1668 Old Coach Road, Pukehina 

(cnr of Pukehina Station Rd & Old 

Coach Rd)  0275 593 693    

Qualified Beauty Therapist 

 FARM  BIKE   SERVICING 
 

 REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 

 QUADS, TRAIL BIKES,  BEACH BIKES  
And 2-WHEELERS 

 
Ph:  573 4038 

**Mechanic Position available - Apply to Shelly** 
 

Mike & Shelly Priebe  -  M & M Contractors   



 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 
What fantastic weather for the long weekend wasn’t it?  
I hope you were able to take a bit of a break at some point and 
spend time  relaxing and enjoying an hour or two as a family. 
It was a shock to learn last week of a parent; long term supporter 
and local community member's passing. Neil Scott whose children 
Rachel, Michael and Rebecca all came to Pongakawa passed away 
suddenly during an operation to correct a very recently found  
medical condition. Carol, Neil's wife served on our PTA and Board of 
Trustees for many years and as a family are very well remembered 
by all at Pongakawa. Neil was a great guy who packed a lot into his 
life always making family and other people his priority before  
himself. He will be missed greatly and our thoughts and prayers are 
with Carol and the children at this time. 
Winter brings with it the onset of colds and the like and in the school 
situation this can rip through a class very quickly. While it is super 
important for your child to be here every day to maximise their 
learning if they are ill it is also imperative they take the time to get 
well again.  Often we can send our children to school thinking they 
will be just fine when actually they are not and we end up ringing 
you to pop up and get them. I would advise being on the cautious 
side if you have been up several times during the night or if it is clear 
they are pretty unwell.  
Additionally, if your child has been vomiting they need a 48 hour 
(two day break from school) as whatever virus is sitting inside them 
will be spread to others if they come back  in a time frame less than 
this. Vomiting bugs are extremely contagious so please do heed this 
advice it will help their classmates to avoid it. 
Mention of illness does remind me for some students it is an allergy 
to cross country. This area of physed should be considered a core 
aspect of learning and not an optional activity. It features in the New 
Zealand Curriculum document and is also identified in the National 
Administration Guidelines (N.A.G 1a iii). It states that we give priority 
to regular quality physical activity that develops movement skills for 
students.  The curriculum statement then spells this out in clear   
detail in terms of areas we should cover and that includes  running.  
Research shows us that fit kids who exercise regularly are more  
successful in the other areas of their learning and life generally so be 
assured there is sound reasoning as to why it is done. It is difficult for 
me to understand though how a child might be too unwell to take 
part in cross country but can happily run around at play and lunch or 
play sport or other games. Please be assured if the weather is not 
suitable the children will not complete training on that day  because 
that is not fun for anyone but running is one of those things where if 
you do it on a regular basis it gets easier and easier. 
Lastly, thanks for the great feedback regarding phones at school and 
children taking responsibility to organise their own gear. It seems 
some parents really have been under pressure by their children to a. 
have a) phone and b) bring it to school. My advice don’t feel you 
have to buy one just because they tell you another child has and 
definitely don’t feel under any obligation to allow them to bring it to 
school. There are bucket loads of children who don’t have phones so 
your child will not be the only one if you say no. Leave the purchase 
of a phone until they really do need it and have a logical use for it, 
there really is plenty of time. In a rural setting that may be when they 
head to high school or are actively involved in representative sport – 
but you are the parent and it just fine for you to make the decision 
without pressure. 
 
Yours in teaching 
Craig Haggo 
Principal 

Our bank account details for any payments are:     ASB 123407 0007320 00  

School Office:  Phone 533 3731  
Email address:  office@pongakawa.school.nz 

Week 6 Term 2 
7th June 2016 

Website 
www.pongakawa.school.nz 

School Absence Line 
The Ministry of Education requires that a reason always be given for 
absences ie. Sickness, Doctors/Dentist/Hospital appointments, etc.  If 
no reason is given then we in the office are required to mark the 
child as explained but unjustified and if we cannot contact you then 
they are marked as truant.  Please when you leave a message can 
you also leave the reason why your child is unable to attend. Three 
days or more absent requires a medical certificate to be provided. 
 
Please also make sure we have your current telephone numbers. 

PTA NEWS 
Next PTA Meeting,  

Monday 13th June, 7pm in staffroom. Everyone welcome. 

 
1st Best Dressed 
Team: Karen Shaw, 
Sherree Horton,  
Catherine Robertson, 
Hazel Grainger Allen, 
Sarah Clarke, Phillipa 
Garrett 
 

 
2nd Best Dressed Team: 
The Diamond Devils. 
Tracey Reid, Shelley 
MacIntosh, Jo Jensen, 
Kristina Wills, Carol 
Hodge and Ann  
MacIntyre  

For Windows users search for Skoolbag in the Windows Store and 
install the app and then find your school. Please note it must be a 
Windows 8.1 or 10 device.
If you have any problems installing the app please contact the 
office and we can assist you.

Fresh Moves 31st May  
Fresh Moves was an absolute success again this year. The students 
did an amazing job with choreographing their dance and displaying 
their interpretation of 'Beyond the Horizon'.  
The students dedicated their morning tea 5 times a week and 3 

lunch times a week, to ensure this performance happened.  
We received outstanding comments on how well the dance had 
come together, creativity, the music, lighting, and  received a  
certificate for imaginative  choreography and excellent dance skills. 
The students were also commented on being the most well behaved 
and polite students of the night. Go Pongakawa!  
A HUGE thank you to the helping parents behind the scenes Brigid 
Crawford, Janella Whitehead, Shelley Purdie and Red Cracknell,  
we could not have done it without you.  

Keeping Ourselves Safe (KOS) 
All  students  participate  in  this programme  during weeks 4 - 7  
of term 3.   Prior  to  delivery  of  this  programme, all parents are  
invited   to   an    information   session   with Sarah McKenzie, who 
works as a School Community Officer for  the   New  Zealand    
Police   and   helps   facilitate   the programme in our school.   
This is an opportunity to ask questions about any part of the  
programme and discuss topics   that   will  be  covered  in   your  
child's   classroom. 
Please RSVP to the school office for this event. 

PTA QUIZ NIGHT 
A   very   special   thank   you   to   those  not   previously  
mentioned  for  their  generous  support  and  hard  work 
without whom our PTA Quiz Night would not be possible:  
CRV  Ambreed,  Trudy Murray,  Ross Menefy, Julie Dobbe, 
Sarah Clarke. Thank you. 



 EVENTS COMING UP 
 

08/06/16 School Cross Country 

13/06/16 PTA Meeting 

15/06/16 Cluster Cross Country 

16-17/06/16 Food for thought trip to Te Puke Y5-8  

22/06/16 WBOP Cross Country 

22/06/16 Jump Jam 

27/06/16 BOT Meeting 

30/6/16 TP Gym Yr 3-6 

07/07/16 TP Gym Yr 7/8 

08/07/16 End of Term 2 

SQUASH for years 5,6,7,8 only :  Games each Thursday.  
Still able to take more players. 
Graeme Randolph, is continuing to come into school to coach 
groups of students during school time, catering for all abili-
ties.  Group sizes are limited to 6 students and the programme 
will run on Thursdays for another 7 weeks.   Graeme will assess  
students after their first session and may swap groups to  
accommodate similar ability players.  
Cost is $70 for the term payable to:  
GR Squash bank account 030 626 0619905 000  
Squash Court Membership : 
Please make sure you have updated your annual subscription 
fees for squash cards, if not updating please return your card. 
Gillian Moore School of Dance : Wednesdays. Contact Hannah 
022 047 3317 to enrol for Term 2 2016 or by email : 
gmoreschoolofdance@xtra.co.nz  
Drama Lessons : From Wednesday May 11th for 9 weeks 
1.30pm  $60 for 1 child or $110 for 2 children . 
Contact Helen Dewhirst  Tel - 5331-874 or 027-202-83-22 
email- helen.dewhirst@kinect.co.nz 
Gym : Open to all ages. Still spaces available Cost $65.00 from 
3.15-4.15pm Still able to take more students. 

COMMUNITY - SCHOOL NOTICES 
 

Do you need Accounts, GST, PAYE, stock record keeping or 
general office work done for your farm or small business? 
References available. Hours flexible. As few or as many as you 
need per week or month. Experienced as I own my own farm. 
Also a spare pair of hands if you need a break or help with 
feeding out, break feeding, milking, weed spraying, gardening, 
mowing (have own zero return orchard mower).  
Call Esther if you are interested Ph 027 634 3531. 

End of Term Cups  - URGENT   

Please return all end  of term cups to school now for  

End of Term Assembly.  Thank you. 

SPORTS   NOTICES / RESULTS 
 
Basketball :  
Pongakawa Panthers Yr 5/6  Played the Raiders with Panthers 
taking the win. Effective passing ahead gave them the edge 
on the Raiders. Awesome effort all round. 
Pongakawa Bone Crushers: Yr 3/4  Had a big win 32-0, Noah 
& James top scored with 12 points each. Great passing. 
Pongakawa Raptors: Yr 1/2 Another closely contested 
game.  With no subs all players were ready for the final  
whistle!  Fingers crossed everyone will be feeling better ready 
to play next Monday.  No game yesterday - Queens Birthday 
weekend.  
 
Futsal :  

Futsal resumes this Friday. Draw is: 

3:30 – year 3/4  v year 3/4 

4:00 – Cobras v Mako 

4:30 – Kickers v Panthas 

5:00 – Baba Clan v Mischief Makers 

5:30 – Soccer Girls v LL 

NB:  We have had a few parents ask if an adult futsal  
competition could be organised. If you are keen to be part of 

this, please give an indication to the school  
office. It would start week 2 next term for 6 weeks.  

Ref provided  and canteen  open. 
 

School Gymnastics 
Good luck to the year 7/8 twister grade who will be  
competing at Impact Gym competition this coming Friday. All 
girls involved took home a newsletter on Friday. 
 
Netball: Unfortunately both netball teams had to default due 
to insufficient player numbers. 

Pongakawa 125yrs Jubilee 
 

Please spread the word that Pongakawa School’s 125 year  
Jubilee will be held next year over the weekend of February 
24th, 25th  26th  2017. 
Check out Facebook Page- “Pongakawa School 125 Jubilee” for 
updates and further information but please inform past pupils 
etc that could be interested. 
Website will be active very soon – note the signage at the main 
road end of School Road 

Term 2 Activities 

Strep Throat 
We are currently experiencing several  cases of strep throat 
around school. If your child has symptoms of vomiting, sore 
throat or headache with temperatures please get them tested 
by their doctor.  They are contagious until 24 hours after   
antibiotics have started.   
If left untreated it can cause  rheumatic fever which affects 
your heart. 

Cross Country for Yrs 3-8 Wednesday 8th June 
Programme for the afternoon is as follows: 

1:00pm - Students return to classrooms for roll call 
1:10pm - All students assemble on back field for briefing 
1:20pm - Racing begins (in the following order): 

*Races will start APPROXIMATELY 5 - 8 mins apart 
2:45pm - House points announced and pack up 

 

Please ensure your child/ren have their correct  
PE gear with them before they leave home. 

Junior Cross Country 
Our Junior Cross Country is on Wednesday 8th June starting 
promptly at 11.10am. The children need to wear shorts and a 
T shirt to run in as sweatshirts, dresses, skirts, jeans and the 
like are NOT acceptable PE gear. 

7)   Year 6 boys 

8)   Year 6 girls 

9)   Year 7 boys 

10)  Year 7 girls 

11)  Year 8 boys 

12)  Year 8 girls 

1)   Year 3 boys 

2)   Year 3 girls 

3)   Year 4 boys 

4)   Year 4 girls 

5)   Year 5 boys 

6)   Year 5 girls 

Year 7/8 Camp  
Please note that the cost of the Yr 7/8 Wellington camp from 
November 21st - 25th 2016 is now $470.00.  
Notices went home last week.  


